
10-1988 [B-1111] Novag - Disney Magic Castle (with bleu packing) 

The Novag Disney Magic Castle is a truly special "game computer." It's a sensor-based model 

with a castle-shaped casing, designed for children ages 6 and up. The Disneyland castle is 

almost 40 cm tall and appeals to the imagination (and not just of children). On Thursday, 

August 23, 2007, I received it: a large box from Zurich, Switzerland, containing the Novag 

Disney Magic Castle with the general article number 1883. A long-awaited wish came true. I 

had the privilege of seeing this computer before. That was on June 25, 2000, at the home of 

the renowned German collector Manfred Vellmer. Now I had it myself, brand new in its 

original packaging. It came with all the accessories, including bingo chips and cards, as these 

are usually the first things to disappear. 
 

 

 

Novag Disney Magic Castle (Novag Art. nr. 1883) 
 

Of course, over the years I'd saved tons of photos and information in my database. I'd even 

bid a few times before, but someone else always beat me to it with a higher price. Now I 

could buy it with "Sofort und Neu" for €99.00. A very reasonable price. Of course, I didn't 

hesitate for a moment, and now I have it. Time to unpack it and see how it all looks. Placing 

the pink castle on the case... that wasn't easy, but in the end, everything was securely fastened. 

Then I unpacked the hand-painted Disney characters. They looked so cute in person. The 

"runner" figure with the tall wizard's hat is by far my favorite, because it looks so adorable. I 

was as happy as a child! Collecting can be so much fun. My Disney Magic Castle has serial 

number 502689. I'll take very good care of it. If I were to search for a Disney Magic Castle on 

eBay in 2025, I'd be shocked by the asking prices. Apparently, there's little supply, and yes, 

that means prices would go up! 



 

This rare computer wasn't included as standard in Novag brochures, which were primarily 

aimed at retailers, but was offered in better-stocked toy and gift shops. Little information 

about this model can be found in the literature. I did find a price list from importer Sparco 

International with item numbers and retail prices. It's noteworthy that the Disneyland Castle, 

item no. 1886, was only asking €90.00, while the Disneyland Castle, item no. 1883, was 

selling for €181.00! 

  

Disney Magic Castle with bleu packing 
 

 

The specific technical differences aren't listed. For now, I'm still baffled. To make things even 

more confusing, there are three other comparable models on this price list. 

• Item no. 1899: Same as item no. 1886, but without the castle (€45.00). 

• Item no. 18911: Disney LCD game console with 4 games, like item no. 1883 (€61.00). 

• Item no. 1894: Same as item no. 18911, but without the Disney license! (€57.00) 

So, just to be clear: item no. 18911, "Mickey's Computer" (from 1989), is the travel version 

and is technically identical to the Disney Magic Castle, item no. 1883. The deluxe Disney 

Magic Castle was only available for a short time and had a relatively small production run. 

The exact release date is difficult to pinpoint, but I believe this model didn't appear on the 

market until late 1988. The Walt Disney Company had quite high standards for the final 

product, which caused some delays in final production and delivery. 
 



Some notable anecdotes 

•  The packaging shows an image of four Disney characters on the balcony of the castle. I  

 tried to recreate this, but it turned out to be impossible! Only three Disney characters fit on  

 the balcony at the front of the castle… 

•  When switched on, you hear a "welcome Disney melody" of about 13 seconds, which  

 continues to play in its entirety if you switch the device off in the meantime.  

 Unfortunately, I don't know exactly how this works. Is there perhaps a button cell built in?  

•  The size of the "chess piece storage compartment" is also noteworthy. The Disney  

 characters can be stored in the back "inside the Disney Magic castle" itself. The size  

 of this storage compartment is probably a world record for chess computers! 

•  In the attached black and white photo in Computerschach und Spiele (Ausgabe 2/89, p.  

 26), I can easily see that the pawn version of the 'Mickey Mouse team' deviates  

 significantly from my Disney model with art. no. 1883. Aside from two different  

 packaging (blue and red), two versions of the Disney characters were probably released!  

 What's the difference? In the photo, the pawn versionof the 'Mickey Mouse team' holds an  

 axe that clearly protrudes above its head, while this is absolutely not the case with my  

 copy! There are some other differences visible, but they are less significant. It could be that 

 the axe is held in the left hand or the right, or is this perhaps due to the print of the photo  

 negative? 

 

 
 

•  The chess pieces are positioned incorrectly on the packaging! The red "Mickey Mouse  

 Team" should be on the bottom (white), and the blue "Donald Duck Team" should be on  

 the opposite side of the chessboard from the dark chess pieces. A confusing and annoying  

 error in Novag's design. Especially when setting up the chess pieces for the first time! The  

 fact that this is practically unavoidable has to do with the computer's controls. After the  

 "welcome Disney tune," three LED lights come on, one of which indicates that it's "Red"  

 (white)'s turn, not "Blue"! 

• The different item numbers for the same package are quite remarkable! Usually, a single  

 item number is sufficient, but the Disney chess pieces and the computer have been  

 assigned their own item numbers. The red Mickey Mouse team (white chess pieces) has  

 item number 1889 and the blue Donald Duck team (black pieces) has item number 1890,  

 while the Disney Magic Castle itself has item number 1883. 

•  The ACL reset switch isn't easy to find. I certainly couldn't figure it out myself. But a call  

 for help on Kurt Kispert's forum worked wonders. Steve Blincoe responded immediately,  

 and everything suddenly became very clear. You have to completely remove the green 

 bottom to access the ACL key. For a chess computer, I think it's unique to have to unscrew  

 the bottom first. I gave it a try anyway. The screws were very tight. I could already see  

 some iron filings. I thought, I'll really need that key later and I won't be able to reach it. I  

 managed to loosen them, but the green bottom didn't come loose, it just bent dangerously! I 

 gave up on it, because if I continued, I might damage my new acquisition forever. Let's  

 hope I never actually need that ACL key!



 

 

 
 

 

Donald Duck Team 



  

 

 
 

 

Mickey Mouse Team 
 



 

Schachcomputer Disney Zauberschloss (Disney Magic Castle). 4 in 1 Elektronischer Spiele-

computer. Beim Einschalten ertönt die ‘Mickey-Mouse-Melodie’. Die 40 Figuren (Mickey 

Mouse Team und Donald Duck Team) sind blau und rot und bestehen aus folgenden Walt-

Disney-Figuren: Mickey, Minnie, Goofy, Pluto, Tick, Trick und Track. Die Castle eignet sich 

hervorragend um Kinder an Schach zu gewöhnen. Er sollte eigentlich schon früher 

erscheinen, durch strenge Auflagen der Disney Company verzögerte sich aber der Verkauf. 

Die Figuren mussten teilweise umgestaltet werden um den hohen Ansprüchen gerecht zu 

werde. Der Schachcomputer der auch noch drei weitere Spiele (Dame, Tic tac toe und Bingo) 

beherrscht war natürlich für Kinder gedacht und so musste David Kittinger einmal in die 

andere Richtung programmieren um das Programm schwächer zu machen. Das Zauberschloss 

wurde um ca. 200,- Euro auch zu einem sehr günstigen Preis angeboten. Wer nun aber meint 

das es davon sehr viele gibt unterliegt einem Irrtum. Irgendwie dürften die meisten Schlösser 

in den Kinderzimmer ein schlimmes Ende gefunden haben. Da die Figuren Handbemalt (!) 

sind ist dieses Schloss sicher keine Massenproduktion gewesen. Der derzeitige Sammlerwert 

übersteigt den damaligen Einführungspreis deutlich. Sensor Spielfeld zur direkten Zugein-

gabe/16 Eingabetasten/Akustische Einlagen (z.B. Start- und Siegermelodie). Überprüfen und 

Eingeben von Spieleinstellungen. 
 

 
 
                                            

The chess computer is a sensor game board which registers your moves automatically when 

the appropriate squares have been gently pressed. There are 40 chess men. The chess men 

feature Disney characters. The red side has Mickey, Minnie, with Pluto and Goofy. The blue 

side has Donald, Daisy, with Pluto and Goofy. The chess computer has 2 Levels of play. You 

can play against an opponent or against the computer itself. The Disney Magic Castle board 

can also play Tic-Tac-Toe, Checkers, and Bingo. The game operates on C-cell batteries or an 

optional adaptor. The castle can also be used to store the playing pieces. The game comes 

with pink castle, play board, bingo cards, bingo chips, and 40 hand pinted plastic pieces. 

Note: If you stop playing with your computer for about 20 minutes, it will automatically 

switch off. All the LED lights will also switch off, and the computer will not accept any 

moves. You may continue to play if you first switch the main switch off, and then on. You 

will hear the Mickey Mouse Melody again, and you will be able to continue your game at the 

same position as when you stopped. This long term memory will be only retained if batteries 

in the game computer or an adaptor is connected, otherwise you will lose the memory 

contents. 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

                                           

Bingo cards & Bingo chips 
 

 

 
http://www.schachcomputer.at/disney.htm 

 

Kurt Kisperts Website ist eine der ältesten im Bereich Schachcomputer. 

Seine Beschreibung und Bilder des Novag Disney Zauberschloss sind sehr schön.  

Mir gefällt auch, dass viele der Bilder anklickbar sind, um sie im Detail zu betrachten! 

http://www.schachcomputer.at/disney.htm


 
 

 

Bemerkenswert ist, dass bereits auf der Spielwarenmesse 1983 eine Zusammenarbeit 

zwischen Walt Disney und einem französischen Schachcomputer-Hersteller erwähnt 

wurde. Die Zusammenarbeit verlief vermutlich nicht ganz nach Plan, da ein solcher 

Schachcomputer nie in Serie ging. (Quelle: Bayeren Rochade – Februar 1983.) 
 



A brief technical description 

•  Very good, easy-to-use pressure sensor board. 

•  Sensor table model with 16 control keys and 20 LEDs (with check and mate & stalemate  

 lights). 

•  With 4 different electronic games: chess, checkers, bingo, and tic-tac-toe (a kind of  

 tic-tac-toe). 

•  Move entry system: sensor panels (Zugeingabe: Tastatur). 

•  Move output system: 16 edge LEDs (Zugausgabe: 16 LEDs). 

•  Library: ? 

•  Hint key (only usable for Chess, Checkers & Tic Tac Toe). 

•  Verify key (only usable for Chess, Checkers & Tic Tac Toe). 

•  Setup key (only usable for Chess & Checkers). 

•  Color key (only usable for Chess, Checkers & Tic Tac Toe). 

•  Trace back key: max. 2 ply (only usable for Chess, Checkers & Tic Tac Toe). 

•  Levels: max. 2 (for Chess, Checkers, Tic Tac Toe &…Bingo) (why 2 levels for Bingo?). 

•  Plays with adapter (optional: Novag adapter, item no. 8210). 

•  Batteries: four 1.5 V C-cells. Inserting the batteries is a bit tricky because you have to  

 reach the bottom of the castle. The battery compartment cover also has to be carefully  

 replaced. 

•  Family: Novag Mickey's Computer (Related: Novag Mickey's Computer). 
 

Programmierer / Programmer 

• David Kittinger 
 

Baujahr / Release 

• Erste Einführung: Oktober (?) 1988 (!) 
 

Technische Daten / Technical specifications 

• Mikroprozessor: ? 

• Taktfrequenz: ? 

• Programmspeicher: ? 

• Arbeitsspeicher: ? 
 

Spielstärke / Playing strength 

• Spielstärke: ca. 1300 Elo rating 
 

Literaturhinweise / References / Literatuuroverzicht 

•  CSS 1/88 S. 25  

•  CSS 2/89 S. 26  

•  Rochade 4/88 S.13 

•  Prijslijst Sparco International van 1 maart 1989 

•  Franse Novag brochure uit 1989 

•  Schach-Echo, April 1988 (weinig concrete info) 

• Bayern-Rochade, Februar 1983, S. 7, Schach mit Mickey Maus 

 HV: Ist nicht der Disney Magic Castle von Novag sondern einem französischer Hersteller! 
 

Internal & External Links:  

https://schaakcomputers.nl/schaakcomputers/chessx1.php?item=14&merk=Novag (with chess game!) 

https://retroordenadoresorty.blogspot.com/2020/10/novag-disney-magic-castle-1988.html (very nice!) 

https://www.schachcomputer-online-museum.de/index-1/novag/novag-disney-magic-castle-1988/ 

https://www.spacious-mind.com/html/disney_magic_castle.html 
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