10-1984 [D-3401] SciSys - Chess Partner 6000

In the early 1980s, SciSys launched a series of simple, inexpensive chess computers. This
series began with the Chess Partner 2000 in December 1980. In the following years, the Chess
Partner 3000, Chess Partner 4000, and even a Chess Partner 5000 appeared. With that, the
series seemed to have reached its end. In March 2007, | wrote on Kurt Kispert's forum that
there might be a Chess Partner 6000. Almost no one had ever heard of or seen it, let alone this
model in their collection.

The great English collector Mike Watters thought | was joking and dismissed my suggestion
as a joke! But nothing could be further from the truth. Because lo and behold, after almost 24
years (1), this model suddenly reappears in the collection of no less a Michael Watters
himself! Life is (sometimes) full of coincidences! According to the sparse literature, this
model supposedly has a 2K ROM drive and runs for 400 hours on a single battery. I've asked
(the unbelieving) Mike Watters for more information about this entry-level model. So, | think
more information will be available in due course. An update will follow.

Hans-Peter Ketterling — Europa-Rochade:

...Etwa Mitte 1984 wird der PARTNER 6000 herauskommen, der eine Neuauflage des
PARTNER 3000 bzw. 4000 ist. Es handelt sich um ein ebenfalls fur langen Batteriebetrieb
(bis 400 h) ausgelegtes Drucksensorgerat mit einem Preis von DM 170,00, das allerdings nur
fir Anfanger gedacht ist (nur 2 k Byte Programmumfang) und wie die Vorlaufer eher Gber
Bucherbunde und als Werbepramien seinen Weg zum Endabnehmer findet.

Quelle: Europa-Rochade, Marz 1984 S.15, Nirnberger Allerlei — Ein Messebericht.

Mike Watters (30.04.2008):

Hello Hein,
Do you remember that you told me about the Scisys Chess Partner 6000 on Kurt's Forum in
March 2007? But you said you had not seen it in a collection, or on Ebay.

| must confess that | was not sure. Does it exist?
Here is some proof: http://www.chesscomputeruk.com/html/chess_partner 6000.html

| do not have any technical information yet. There is none in the manual etc. | will have to
consider opening the chess computer and looking inside. Externally it is similar to the Chess
Partner 5000 with the addition of a Memory switch.

Still no Caravelle :-(
Best regards
Mike

» Type: Tabletop - Press Sensory

» Power: 3 x AA batteries (500 hours)
» Dimensions: 33.5 x 23.3x4.8cm

» Chessboard: 16.0 x 16.0 cm

+ King Height: 4.8 cm



http://www.chesscomputeruk.com/html/chess_partner_6000.html

At
o

i A /
Thank you very much for your information Mike!

Programmierer / Programmer
« Intelligent Chess Software — Mark Taylor (+ David Levy)

Baujahr / Release
* Erste Einfuhrung: Oktober (?) 1984 (1)

Technische Daten / Technical specifications

» Mikroprozessor: Hitachi HD44801 singlechip
« Taktfrequenz: 0.4 MHz 4 Bit

» Programmspeicher: 2 KB ROM

« Arbeitsspeicher: 64 bytes RAM

Spielstarke / Playing strength
 Spielstéarke: ca. 1100 Elo rating (?)

Literaturhinweise

« 03-1984, Europa-Rochade 03-1984 S. 16, Hans-Peter Ketterling:
Nurnberger Allerlei — Ein Messebericht. (HV: Aankondiging voor juli ~ augustus 1984.)

« 06-1984, Zeitschrift Schachcomputer (Herausgeber Florian Piel), Edition 12, S. 6-8:
Palette der Schachcomputer jahrgang 1984.

« 07-1984, Europa-Rochade S. 16-17, Hans-Peter Ketterling: Computer - Allerlei.
(HV: Pagina 17, 2° kolom onderaan, nog steeds niet verschenen! Derhalve kan ik
aannemen, dat dit model nog niet in productie was genomen. H.-P. Ketterling was
doorgaans goed op de hoogte van de laatste ontwikkelingen.)
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