09-1979 [P-4901] Fidelity - Upgraded Chess Challenger 7 - UCC7
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""The legendary Chess Challenger 7 upgrade BCC"

In December 2020, a very rare Chess Challenger 7 was offered for sale in Canada. The
seller wrote the following on eBay: ""The legendary Chess Challenger 7 upgrade BCC.
An extremely rare machine, complete with all parts, manual, and case. In perfect
condition."

The seller asked a whopping $1,037.23 for this exceptional specimen (approximately
€879.40 now, in February 2026). The Spanish manual doesn't refer to a Chess Chal-
lenger 3, but to a "UCC7 - Upgraded Chess Challenger 7." What's striking about the
photo in the manual is that it also features the double keys (DM - PB) we know from the
Chess Challenger 10C. I suspect that Fidelity used the same photos in multiple manuals
in the early days to save money.

Yet, the photo of the computer for sale is supposed to be a UCC7. And this is essentially
the same story as with the big collector Nick Milicev (Spacious Mind). There's the exact
same photo, but with Nick, it's a UCC10. It's still quite special to see a CC3 transformed
into a UCCY7.

My suspicion is that only Fidelity sold these kinds of upgrades. Apparently, Fidelity still
needed to get rid of the CC3s (wooden cases) that were no longer saleable and fitted
them with new hardware and software, making them a CC10C or UCCY7. Fidelity likely
produced and implemented such upgrades in very small numbers because the new
standard cases for the CC10 and CC7 quickly replaced them. And of course, the seller is
asking so much for them because of their rarity!
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SerialNo

CHALLENGER™

Made nUSA

FIDELITY LUSTED
ELECTRONICS, Ltd.

// 5245 W DIVERSEY AVE.
N CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60639

This serial number (14880) was given this wooden casing when it was still an original
Chess Challenger 3, and Fidelity was still in Chicago in 1977. The conversion to a UCC7
was likely carried out by Fidelity at its new location in Miami in 1979.




CHALLENG . ILd Computadora que Ie desaffa al ajed

ICARACTERISTICAS ADICIONALES!
* SELECCIONA ATAQUE O DEFENSA.

* SE ENROCA Y COME AL PASO.

* VERIFICA LAS N EL TABLERD

* PLANTEA Y RESUELVE PROBLEMAS DE AJEDREZ.

INSTRUCCIONES

MODELO BCC
CHESS CHALLENGER “7* sieTe NiveLes DE ot PARA og

CHALLENGER® * 7 CH ESsg

> %
CHESS
CHALLE Nvl;:i:“ " .

a, . v P

1 . eSS
1 - =

1

.

F|b‘\‘l.~ |
- o _‘\‘ X 4 7 { a2®®
c &i ' S\ X W ? o

) - : 8 oo™

\

"The legendary Chess Challenger 7 upgrade BCC™ The top photo shows a foldout of the
Chess Challenger 3. The bottom photo (left) shows the Spanish manual for the UCC7,
but with the wrong image because the double key (DM - PB) is missing on the UCCY7.
The bottom photo (right) shows the Spanish manual for the original CC3.
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