08-1988[K-0301] CXG- Sphinx Commander

For a long time it was unclear to collectors whether a "Chess 3018 Commander" had ever
really appeared on the commercial market. | would like to tell you the complete story in this
extensive item about this contros@l computer. It is clear to me that the unknown CXG
Commander deserves numerous historical attention because of his almost unbelievable rarity!

- | | | locam
BT s T T
A very rare chess computer...
CXG 3018 Sphinx Commander

The Commander is housed in the housing of its pdecessors, the CXG
Chess 3000 and 3008. The first model versions of the Chess 3000 and 3008
had chess programs by Richard Lang and Kaare Danielsen. The CXG
Chess 3018 model version got the name '‘Commander'. The chess program
was written by the Dutchman Frans Morsch. As | personally heard from
him, Frans only wrote programs for CXG with a 65C02 CPU. So all CXG
models with a 68000 CPU are written by another programmer!

This item is divided into 6 chapters...

Page 2- 10: The great Commander mystery!

Pagell- 14: Hans van Mierlo comes into possession of a Commander!

Page 15 21: We go back to 1987 to reconstruct the historical story about
the CXG Commander.

Page 22- 61: The literature in chronological order + brochures.

Page 62- 66: H. Peperkamp gives a description of the CXG Galaxy.

Page 67: Technical description of the Commander + web links.



The great
Commander mystery!

With the above text | want to start this subject, because from the year 2005 a lotrhas bee
unclear about a CXG Sphinx Commander with model number 3018. Let me start with Steve
Blincoe, a wellknown and great collector from New York who made a call for more

information on a forum.

Question To The Newcrest/CXG Experts...
— . * E——— * .

Sphinx 40LE (Limited Edition)
https://www.flickr.com/photos/10261668@N05/sets/72157600923816793/with/859078974

Geschrieben von Steve Blincoe am 11. Juni 2005 13:48:39:

Dear Fellow Collector's. In an old product brochure for the CXG computers there is |
computer called the CXG Commandemodel 3018. | have never seen this computer g
know of no collector that will admit to having one. The specs are almodicaleto the
Sphinx 40 (model 3038) but with a 65CO2 Processor not shown in the brochure is the
40-LE (Limited Edition) my LE does not show a model number and the manual is the
one as for the Sphinx 40 on Kurt's page for the CXG computer esghe 3018 but not th
LEESo the question's areé does any <coll
seen a Sphinx 3018? Was it ever actually released? Is it possible that the 40 LE is
reality the 30187

Late Spring Regards
Steveb

sted a
nd i

Sphinx
same
e
ector

5 in

Geschrieberon Robert Weck am 13. Juni 2005 11:00:27:

Als Antwort auf Question To The Newcrest/CXG Expegesschrieben von Steveb am 11.
Juni 2005 13:48:39:

| am not absolutely sure about the nr. (i'm also not sure if there is one on mine), but | w
at itthis evening. IIRC, when i got it, i identified it as "Sphinx Commander" (at this time
was a thread about it in Kurt's old foruthhas the same board as the Sphinx 40, only th
keyboard and displays (next to each other, not one below the other asthe Sphinx 40)
are different. The program is from the Dominator 2.00 with some modifications. This

ill look
there
e

D

was easy to see, as it has some typical "Dominatbugs"!



https://www.flickr.com/photos/10261668@N05/sets/72157600923816793/with/859078974/

And so began the great search for the (original) CXG Commander! Because not onl
Blincoe has a rare Sphinx in his collection, but also Tom Luif from Amsterdam! Tom p
away in May 2009, but I also received some correspondence from him. It concerns of

the chess computer below, which he describes as "Commander"!
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next one >
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COMMANDER

Computer name: CXG Commander

Manufacturer: Newcrest Technology

Dates from: 1988

Dimensions: 40 x 40 x 6.5 cm

Power supply: Adapter

Processor: 6502C, 4 MHz

Memory: 32KB ROM, 8KB RAM
Programmer(s): Frans Morsch

Rating: average to strong club level (Elo 1880)
Other details: Wooden board with reed contacts

Control panel under board
LEDs on all 64 squares

3 EXAMPLE GAMES:

White: Fritz 8 (1 ply)
Black: CXG Commander (+ 10 seconds / move)
(Result: won by black)

1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf4 3.Nf3 d6 4.d4 g5 5.h4 g4 6.Ng1 Bh6 7.Nc3 Nc6 8.Nd5 Bg7 9.Bb5
Bd7 10.Ne2 f3 11.gxf3 gxf3 12.Bxc6 bxc6 13.Bg5 fxe2 14.Qxe2 Qb8 15.Ne3 Qxb2
16.Rd1 Bxd4 17.Qd2 Bc3 18.a4 h6 19.Bf4 Nf6 20.Nc4 Bxd2+ 21.Bxd2 Qxc2 22.Ne3
Qxe4 23.Kf2 Qxad 24.Ra1 Ned+ 25.Kg2 Qd4 26.Rhd1 Nxd2 27.Re1 Qxh4 28.Nf5+
Qed+ 29.Rxed4+ Nxe4 30.Nd4 c5 31.Re1 f5 32.Nc2 a5 33.Ne3 a4 34.Ra1 a3 35.Kf3
Be6 36.Kf4 Ra4 37.Kf3 h5 38.Rh1 f4 39.Nc2 Bg4+ 40.Kg2 f3+ 41.Kg1 f2+ 42.Kg2
Rg8 43.Kh2 Bf3 44.Ra1 Rg2+ 45.Kh3 Ng5# An animation of the game can be seen
if you have Java installed.

https://tluif.home.xs4all.nl/chescom/EngCXGCmd.html

y Steve
assed
course



https://tluif.home.xs4all.nl/chescom/EngCXGCmd.html

Hein Veldhuisi 14 March 2006:

Hello, Tom,

Those CXG computers are indeed difficult to date and describe! I'm going to make it work! |

know Robert Weclpersonally. He'll get a message later too. I've been working on it

for a

couple of days now. You'll hear from me as soon as possible. One thing's for sure: You don't
have a Sphinx Galaxy! Not so difficult because the Sphinx Galaxy has a plastic housing.
There could be a Sphinx Galaxy program in your model. But which version? To get the right

program version (at least with the Dominator), you hold down the pawkrégiat key, while
turning on the computer. In the display you can read the operational veXsignu probably

know the Commander, Galaxy and the Dominator have the same chess program from Frans
Morsch. Could you send me some detailed pictures of your "Galaxy"? Especially the drawer

with the cheat buttons are important. Can the modules get oat?dththat and photograph

them! Is there a year on the manual? | would also like to receive some pictures from Robert.

Would you like to send him a message?

Greetings, Hein Veldhuis

o s @EENO@BDIT

Tom Luifi 15 March 2006:

Hello, Hein,

Great that you'renaking such a job of it! | did what you asked. When | start the machineg
the pawn and horse key pressed | see the word tEst on the left display and the code
the right. As you can see on my site, | do have a plastic version of the Galaxy MkKliatts
a very weak machine, probably a program 4KB or so, | think when | see it playing.
some pictures tonight, but with flash you don't make as nice pictures as with dayligh
pictures | hang on this message. The module you see on CXG_(B300X has a plasti
unscrewable round lid on the back behind which is a large button cell (see CXG
Unfortunately the only Galaxy manual | have is one made by Wegam. And they usual
no dating. Well Hein, | got the impression that Robert Weckahahdy contacted you, but
will write to him.

Greetings and good luck,
Tom Luif

with
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| also received an-mail from Robert Weck, a German collector from Regensburg, asking if |
could answer his mysterious Sphinx 40. The question was, what kind of CRkhahéind
of program is in his Sphinx. The only thing I could indicate was that if there is a 68000 CPU
in it, it could not be a Frans Morsch program!

Robert Weck 15 March 2006:

Hello Hein, | got the mail from Tom Luif! By pure chance Bernhard kexichanged a reed
switch at my Galaxy/Commander last Sunday and took some pictures on this occasion. |
attached the most interesting ones! | would also have some pictures of the inner workings of
the board (the board with the LED's and the reed contatiu still want them, let me
know and I'll send them to yoéls you can see on the picture 'CX&8K-Board', it seems
that some of the hardware from the 6800@I0 was used!Unfortunately we only took
pictures of the keyboard module, if you need some efdisplay module, | can take some
more! | also tried to open the keypad module, but it wasn't enough to unscrew the s¢rews; |
guess something would have broken if | had opened the case by force, so | gave up|on that.
By the way: Tom wrote something aboyawn and bishop keys"; do you mean pawn and
knight? With this, the Commander/Galaxy/Dominator does atasstifand shows the versipn
number (2.00 in my case; you can also see the picturdeésélfl hope the pictures are useful
for you!

Many greetings
Robert

P.S.: I would like to write an article for the "Schachcompitéki”, so it would be good to
know the real name of the computerée
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Robert Wecki 15 March 2006: CXG68K-Platine?!
Robert Weck 1 20 August 2007: When i opened my Commander board, there was even

something about "68000" written inside, but it was definitely working with the 6502
module. CXG simply recycled the Sphinx 40 boards...




The technical difference betweenhe 'Commander’
of Luuk Hofman and Robert Weck...
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The picture above shows the CXG Sphinx '‘Commander' model, which is owned by Lut
Hofman from Duivendrecht. This model comes from the estate of Tom Luif. Exact
what kind of model it is, was unclear. Luukalready had a discussion about it with Ton
Luif in 2006 and 2007, but then it remained a small mystery! As we know in 2014 it my
be a Sphinx 40 Plus with a Dominator 2.04 program! The 2.04 program becar
available in the 4th quarter of 1989...

Robert Weck's 'Commander' must be a converted Sphinx 40 Plus with a Dominator 2.(
program. Version 2.00 dates from the 3rd quarter of 1988. This chess computer is reg
sphinx-like (!), because it still contained an old 68.000 circuit board, which had 1
function anymore. During the conversion by CXG it was too much trouble to neatl
remove this 68K PCB! Unbelievable and too bizarre for words...
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E-mail to Frans Morsch16 March 2006:
Hello Frans,

Some collectors have an unknown model of CXG. Since | ttagtempt to describe 3
produced models in a database, they asked me for a consultation. One of them re
"Galaxy" manual from CXG importer Wegam with his purchase. One collector has a
with version 2.00 and the other, version 2.04. Unfately | don't really get any furthe
through my literature. Is this a Sphinx 40 prototype with 65C02 CPU? Whether there r¢
a 65C02 CPU in it is not sure! Standard a Sphinx 40 has a 68000 CPU. This is the
below of a German collector (Robert Vikgc

Greetings,
Hein Veldhuis

As you can see on the picture 'CX&8K board', they have
apparently partly using the hardware from 6800040!

E-mail Frans Morsch - 19 March 2006:

Hello Hein,

| don't think this is my program. I'm not quite sure, it's been a long time and I've
worked on programs that never went into production. But at least I've never worked on

a system with a 68000.

Greetings,

|
ceived a
model
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Frans Morsch




Luuk Hofman - 28 March 2011

Hi Hein,

As you know, | have the CXG Commander (no. 30187?),thbugh there's no indication
on the computer itself. Shall | ask Steffen Scholz if this computer qualifies for the
tournament in Klingenberg, because the rating is not entirely clear to me. | saw that he
himself participates in the CXG Sphinxs 40.

Greetings, Luuk




Achim Pietigi 21 july 2013
Hello Luuk,

in Klingenberg you started with a CXG Sphinx Commander (Dominator 2.04 program),
the size of the housing was identical to a CXG Sphinx 40. Steffen started with a CXG
Sphinx 50 Plus (Dominator 2.00 ppgram), his housing was identical to a CXG Sphinx
50. Micha and me had a discussion how to identify the several versions of 40, 40 Plus or
Commander, he just added them to our Wiki. There is little information on these items,
we only found an article of Ketterling (PDF in Heins database). And there are photos of

a Commander on Steve Blincoes website. And your model seems to be the one from Tom
Luif. The photo on Steves site shows a Commander with one large keypad and two LCD
displays, like the CXG 3008. Kd#erling also stated in the article that the commander
comes in a 300&ousing. The letters Sphinx Commander is printed on the right side of
the keyboard. The 40/50 Plus are in the housing of the old 40/50, but the displays are in a
different position, it is a module design. The 40/50 Plus design is identical to your
Commander in Klingenberg, there are no letters with a model name. We know that all
Commanders and 40/50 Plus have a Dominator program, the old Sphinx 40/50 has 16 bit
CPU and a Taylor/Levy softvare. But if your item is a Commander, then there are two
different versions of the Commander in the market (300&ousing and Sphinx 40
housing). Maybe all Commanders are in a 300Bousing, like on Steves photos then
your item is a Sphinx 40 Plus! Is thee any hint on your computer that makes you shure

it is a Commander? Like a label on the bottom with Commander or a manual with
Commander? Can you please help us to solve this miracl&est regards, Achim.

Achim PietigT 22 (?) july 2013
Hi Luuk,

after checking the latest information and reading the Ketterling fair report carefully
and with the knowledge that even the 3068 ommander has versions from 2.00 to 2.04,
we are quite shure that you own a 40 Plus. Only the items in the 3008 housing with
Commande letters on top and on the label on the bottom are real Commanders. Micha
and me adjusted the Wiki in that direction. Reason: At that time CXG was going down
and had several housings on stock (40/50, 3008 etc.). The inbuilt programs did not sell,
so theytook their best software (Dominator) and put it in every existing housing and
tried to sell as much as possible... Regards, Achim.

Luuk Hofman i 30 july 2013
Hello Achim,

| just returned from my holidays, which explains my late answer. Recently Joser@m
Elpeon) asked me the same question about my Commander. | copy the tekst:

Jose: "please can you tell me why you know that your Commander is really one
Commander and not for example a Sphinx40+?"

Luuk: "I bought this one from Tom Luif his collection, after he died. He calls it a
Commander but there is nothing on the subject or manual that refers to the
Commander or 40+. The programm is Dominator 2.04."

Jose: "My looks exactly as yours with 2.00 version. Thanks and Best José"



Hans van Mierlo comes intgpossession
of an original Commander!

Hans described his remarkable story about the purchase of a Commander as early as
January 2014. See:http://chesseval.com/ChessEvalJournal/Commander.ht. With Hans
permission | put his story here again in my database. | have freely translated his English
text here and there.

| <o SPHINX

CXG Sphinx E(;tﬁ;mander

In 2013 | was on holiday in Germany and searched on Dutch sites for chess computers. And
suddenly a CXGCommander was offered there! | looked at the pictures and it was difficult to
clearly see and describe what it really was. My first impression was something like: "Well,
this is without doubt a CXG." | thought it was the CXG Chess 3008, which was progdamme
by Kaare Danielsen. So | thought the guy who uploaded this offer was wrong.

Despite my suspicion, | was of course interested in Kaare Danielsen's CXG 3008. | called the
seller and made an appointment for a possible purchase. After my vacation | vikent to
Then | saw the computer, a Chess 3008 casing with on the right side the official CXG emblem
with the inscription "CXG Commander!" To be honest | was speechless and of course |
bought this chess computer from him right away. A few days later | posteessage on
schachcomputer.info. | was wondering if anyone had ever seen this computer before.

Based on the remarks of other collectors the conclusion was clear: VERY RARE! During all
those years of experience with chess computers | had never seendoofiibés version. Of

course | asked the previous owner about this chess computer and how he ever got hold of it.
He told me that he had bought it in the Netherlands from importer and wholesaler Wegam
Trading. Later he upgraded the EPROM from version 200Q.04. This could mean that
version 2.05 was never released for the Commander.


http://chesseval.com/ChessEvalJournal/Commander.htm

The Sphinx 40 Plus and 50 Plus are only released until version 2.04. At that time | thought
that CXG might have kept a stock of far too many old CXG 3008 housings, anddhat th
converted some of them into a Commander to be able to sell these old housings after all. But
was my thinking right or wrong? Well, | can tell you, | was absolutely right!

\ 'l‘ ..

How can | beso sure? A few weeks ago | met someone from Denmark and he proposed to me
a Commander to buy or trade them for another model. | said | was interested and he sent me
some photos. | was interested to be able to buy another Commander in a CXG 3008 case, and
now with the original box!

At first sight the box shows the casing of the CXG Sphinx 3008 with CXG Sphinx
Commander at the top! Conclusion: CXG originally released this computer with the electronic
hardware and the Commander program of Frans Morsch!

/o B A

De doos van de CXG Sphinx Commander

| wasn't lieky once, | was lucky twice. Now | wonder how much CXG Newcrest Technology
has produced from these Commanders, so that at some point another collector will be lucky
enough to get one, or will it be my turn again? | didn't trade this second Commander for
myself, but suggested to the salesman to exchange his computer with my friend Maurice
Ohayon.



A lot of information is available about the Commander chess program of Frans Morsch in
general, but very little about the original CXG Commander. The CXG Sphimx@nder

with model number 3018 is a very rare chess computer based on the wooden casing and
design of its predecessors, the CXG Chess 3000 and CXG Chess 3008.

The Commander chess program

The Commander program was written by the Dutchman Frans Morscfitdtgrogram was
named Nona (from 1983) and was written in assembly for the 6502 microprocessor. He is also
known for his Fritzprogram.

The Commanderprogram can be found in many chess computers like...

- Sphinx Galaxy model CXG230 (first release datin the Netherlands: August 1988)

- Sphinx Commandermodel CXG3018 (first release date in the Netherlands: August 1988)

- Sphinx Dominator model CXG239 (first publication date in the Netherlands: September 1988)
- Sphinx 40 Plus model CXG3038 (frst release date in the Netherlands: September 1988)

- Sphinx 50 Plus model CXG3048 (first release date in the Netherlands: September 1988)

- Mephisto Modena (first publication date in the Netherlands: December 1991)

Probably all these chess computare technically capable of running versions 2.00 to 2.05
operational.
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Links CXG Sphinx 40 Plus en rechts CXG Sphinx Comr;naﬁderw

There were also chess computers announced with the Commander program that never
appeared commercially like...

- Sphinx Advamed Star Chess Plugnodel CXG231

- Sphinx Super Enterprise Plusnodel CXG230 (= Sphinx Galaxy!)



Release dates of the program versions of Frans Morsch

- Sphinx Galaxy (= Galaxy V1.03) was released in the 2nd quarter of 1988.

- Sphinx Commander (= Gata V1.03) was released in the 2nd quarter of 1988.
- Sphinx 40 Plus (= Dominator V2.00) was released in the 3rd quarter of 1988.
- Sphinx 50 Plus (= Dominator V2.00) was released in the 3rd quarter of 1988.
- Sphinx 40 Plus Limited Edition (in possessidrtollector Steve Blincoerelease ?7?)
- Sphinx Dominator V2.00 was released in the 3rd quarter of 1988.

- Sphinx Dominator V2.03 was released in the 4th quarter of 1988.

- Sphinx Dominator V2.04 was released in the 4th quarter of 1989.

- Sphinx Commandev2.04 was released in the 4th quarter of 1989.

- Sphinx Dominator V2.05 was released in the 2nd quarter of 1991.

- Mephisto Modena V2.05 was released in the 4th quarter of 1991.

SERIAL N
A 1702

FERTat R
. SPHINX COMMANDER _

BATTERY: 1.5Vx4 (AA" SIZE)
i|  RDAPTOR: 9.0V DC.
(POS CENTER)
TYPICAL CURRENT: 100mA
MAX POWER: 1 WATT

CX Sphinx Commander with program version 2.04 by Frans Morsch

The chess program versions in brief
Versions 2.00 to 2.04 had to deal with bugs (program errors). Version 2.00 had several bugs,
these became less and less up to and including 2.04. Version 2.05 should be bug free.

o m (&) (E](a]@)(&)

ERROR  CHECK

How do you know which program \ersion is insféll?
Press the knight and pawn buttons at the same time when you start the chess computer
for the first time. As an example the displays may show: tESt2:00 (= version 2.00).

e

So much for the story of Hans van Mierlo from 2014. | haken the liberty to change or add
some information here and there. | only did that (now in 2020) to make the story as complete
and truthful as possible.



Hein Veldhuis: We go back to 1987
to the historical story of the
CXG Commander to reconstruct..

1987 was the year in which CXG Newcrest Technology (White & Allcock) sought connection
with Hegener + Glaser (Mephisto) in order to gain a larger market share. The chess computer
market was booming business and every manufacturer wanted to rémpdéfies. Eric White

was the big man behind CXG and he had big plans for the coming years. He unfolded these
plans at the Nuremberg toy fair in February 1987 with a number of new wooden chess
enclosures with a modular system as we know it from the Mephistiusive and Munich
boards. The largest board of this series was the Chess 7000, an operational prototype at this
fair.

A little piece of history about Eric White

The company 'Cassia’, headed by Eric White and Ken Cohen, started producing chess compu
ters as early as the summer of 1979. Their first product was 'Chess Mate', which entered the
commercial market in the autumn of 1979. Spicy detail is that '‘Chess Mate' is a clone |version
of the Fidelity Chess Challenger 10 (A). Around 1981 Cassia was esh&on'White and
Allcock' and in 1984 the name 'Newcrest Technology' (CXG) was introduced, which became
the brand name 'Sphinx' at the end of 1987. Below a small overview through the years,..

19791980 Cassia Eric White & Ken Cohen (Chess Mate)
1981-1984 White & Allcock Eric White & Ken Cohen MultiTech
19841991 Newcrest Technology / CXG Systems Eric White & Ken Cohen Sphinx (1987)
199119937 National Telecommunications System Eric White Sphinx
199419957 Krypton David Levy Krypton
199519967 Timorite Eric White & David Levy Krypton
19971998 Timorite Eric White & David Levy Krypton /Systema
19981999 Timorite / Tiger Toys Eric White & David Levy Krypton /Tiger

PP???7°7?7?7

World Cup in Rome

The top chess pgsam for these boards had to come from the shaft of David Levy's company
Intelligent Chess Software. Levy had a lot of confidence in Mark Taylor's 16 bit program, and
White registered for the 7th micro world championship which was to be held in Rome in
Sepember 1987. Other manufacturers such as Fidelity, SciSys and Novag thought differently
and stayed at home. Head of the company Eric Winkler: SciSys wants to build good
affordable chess computers instead of participating with three super chess computers in
Rome. Peter Auge (Novag): This world championship has developed like a farce in the past
years! When a manufacturer has to invest around $500.000 to possibly win the micro world
championship, the point is reached where we drop out.



Fidelity: We lost theDallas tournament in 1986 by half a point because our best program with
multiprocessor and hash functions was not allowed to be part of it. They assured us at the time
that we could use it at the next miahdorld Championship. Now the organizing committee

has again decided that our best program can't play along. We got it loud and clear; we are not
invited to this tournament. Nevertheless, as soon as all restrictions and partitions have been
lifted, we will immediately sign up again for the next WC.

Richard Lang is champion again in Rome!
(Foto: CSVN Computerschaaloctober 1987)

So CXG was left only to compete against Hegener + Glaser in the commercial group. The
duel with Mephisto was a heavy defeat. Not one match was able to win CXG or even play a
draw! Especially in the endgame the Sphpmegram of Levy and Taylor turned out to be far

too weak. For Eric White this World Championship was a financial catastrophe!

Cause and effect (a hypothesis)

Eric White and his partner Ken Cohen had not takenresult into account at all in Rome. In

fact, they even thought that there was really something to be gained there! With this in mind,
they had already had many hundreds of wooden enclosures produced before the World
Championships, and had quite a fefattmose already equipped with various 16 (and 32 bit?)
program versions of Taylor. After the loss, CXG remained with hundreds of chess computers
and boards. Some of them White was able to sell at dumped prices, but the vast majority
remained virtually ungaable. How was he supposed to get rid of his stock?

CXG immediately went looking for other programmers

White was all done with David Levy's software company. The names of Kaare Danielsen,
Dan & Kathe Spracklen, Dave (David) Wilson "Advance" and Fxémsch came up. In the
beginning of 1988 CXG hijacked the 3rd programmer from Hegener!



CXG and Frans Morsch

At the beginning of 1988, Frans Morsch founded a-fa@ee software agency together with
Henk Kuyer (Chesscity). Morsch considered his contraith Wlanfred Hegener to be
terminated, but Manfred thought otherwise. Hegener blocked his license payments. Hegener
found out that this new frdance agency also developed "Super Monrlkikal programs™ for

other manufacturers. An announced lawsuit faralbh of contract was withdrawn and after
that everything was back to the old and familiar way of doing business with each other. CXG
gave Morsch a contract in the spring of 1988 to further develop its strongest chess program.
Morsch's 8 bit program turnealit to be 25% stronger than Taylor's 16 bit version from the
start! White was in a hurry, and in the early summer of 1988 this program was implemented
and produced in the CXG Sphinx Galaxy; 48d 50 Plus and (to a much lesser extent) in the
Commander. InAugust of 1988 the CXG Galaxy and Commander were for sale in the
Netherlands. But precisely because of all the hurry of CXG, Morsch was not ready, and
because of that his program still contained a lot of errors (bugs). That's why Morsch always
came up wit new program versions.

The introduction of the Commander in the Netherlands

Importer of chess computers, the company Wegam Trading BV from Amstelveen had the
exclusive rights to distribute this computer in the Netherlands! According to a brochure and
price list of this wholesaler, this computer would be commercially available in August 1988.
There is no reason to doubt this. Especially in view of the fact that Witteman, a specialty shop
from Amsterdam, offered this computer in an advertisement fronob®ct1988. This
computer could also be ordered from the Royal Dutch Chess Federation (KNSB) at a reduced
price from October onwards. The Netherlands had thus acquired a unique position, because at
that time this computer was not yet available in Germany!

The Commander in Germany?

CXG played a subordinate role in Germany. Mephisto was the market leader, so CXG only
sold in the lower and middle price range there. Moreover, the Commander was produced by
CXG in very small quantities. Probably this had to dehwan earlier overproduction of
Sphinx 40 housings. So White preferred to produce the Commander program in a Sphinx 40
and Sphinx 50. In Germany the Commander remained a rarity -P&as Ketterling wrote

about the 1989 toy fair in Nuremberg that the aste date was still open for Germany.
Shipping house Monika Weitkus from Hennef (near Bonn) was the first in Germany to offer
the Commander in September 1989. At specialty store Peter and Inge Kisters from Mdnkloh
(near Hamburg) no Commander or even a Sply50 Plus was included in the assortment

in November 1989. Even at the largest supplier in Germany, the Hobby Computer Center of
Ossi Weiner, the Commander was for sale only briefly in March 1990. So hardly any
Commander has been sold in Germany!



The Commander and the big confusion with other CXG models

CXG sold the modular Sphinx 40 Plus and Sphinx 50 Plus as if it were an original
Commander! So the buyers of the first hour knew no better than that they had bought a
Commander. CXG didn't even botherdeliver a proper manual. CXG left that job to the
Dutch importer Wegam Trading from Amstelveen. For those who for instance bought a
Sphinx Galaxy or a Sphinx 40/50 Plus, got a manual with the image of an original
Commander! A French brochure from 1990 wene step further and called a Sphinx 40 Plus
just a Commander! CXG itself didn't take it too closely in its brochures either. In the brochure
of the Sphinx 40 and 50 "Plus” his predecessor the Sphinx 40 "Adversary" is pictured (!) with
the old 16 bit prgram of David Levy and Mark Taylor. Over the years, collectors often
couldn't make a distinction, and put their collection on the internet with wrong descriptions!
Yes, and then others will take over as the only truth.

A Sphinx Commander with a manual from the Dominator and Galaxy?
This was the most normal thing in the world for CXG!

Finally - the collector's value of an oiginal Commander

Even among the largest German collectors there is currently no Commander to be found,
which says something about the rarity. Worldwide there are only 4 or 5 collectors who have a
Commander in their collection. | estimate that there arg ablout 20 pieces left in a
forgotten attic, and that whoever inherits one from an estate, for example, doesn't even know
what the collector's value is. A Commander in a reasonably good condition, so without any
light spots, complete and with the originphckaging, could just be worth more than

a4 2000. 00!



The great mystery has finally been solved!

uuuuuuu

On the left side of theicture is the one and onI CXG Sphinx omander and on the

right side the CXG Sphinx 40 Plus, which comes from the &de of Tom Luif. This
Sphinx 40 Plus has caused a stir with many collectors for years, because this model w
through life as a Sphinx Commander while it wasn't! Both machines have progran
version 2.04 on board, which was programmed by Frans Morsch.

o L7 < SPHINX

DOMINATOR CXG 230
GALAXY CXG 230

SPHINX COMMANDER [+

BATTERY: 15Vx4 (AA' SIZE)

ADAPTOR: 9.0V DC. i o 5 e
(POS CENTER) : : S
TYPICAL CURRENT: 100mA £ . 325796
MAX POWER: 1 WATT i ; L

MADE IN HONG KONG

© NEWCREST TECHNOLOGY LTD.
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Only the real CXG Commander has 'Sphinx Commander' on the bottom!
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And only the real CXG Commander has 'Sphinx Commander' on the top right!




33.5 x 33.5 cm, and the pure playing field measures 29 x 29 cm. This is exactly the same
as its predecessors the CXG 3000 (with a program by Richard Lang) and the CXG 3008

(with a program by Kaare Danielsen). The drawer with the control panel is not very
stable when you pull it out of the casing, and you can't open it completely. That in itse

is not annoying, but CXG could have paid more attention to this during production. The

brown chess piecesare quite light colored, and actually a bit too light compared to the
white (light yellow) pieces.

<

NEW ENTER TAKE = MULTE
GAME POSITION BACK  MOVE

Only at a second attempt the CXG Sphinx Commander showed program version 2.04!
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Worldwide there are only 4 or 5 collectors who have a Commander. | estimate there a
only about 20 left in a forgotten attic. While making this item | happened to come acros

an offer from a Commander! Luuk and the undersigned then decided to buy thig
Commander together’s
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So much for my reconstruction and hypothesis as a historian.



Europa-Rochade (1987)
Hans-Peter Ketterling

News from Nuremberg
White & Allcock (CXG)

At White & Allcock, Eric White was personally available to provide details of the new
equipment and the company's solid policy of steady but not overheated growth. Contrary to
the company's glicy of some time ago, they now want to produce-dabtherange
equipment. If this intention is successful, White & Allcock will have an important say in the
future in the top class. During the discussion of the product range, Eric White first assured
that the magnetic sensor u@hess 300qCXG 3000), which has recently become available

for DM 698.00, contains the wethownChess 2001CXG 2001).

et e B e

Chess 4000another device of this series, which is externally modelled on another very well
known brand, contains an improved Super Enterprise program. The device has a 40 cm x 40
cm magnetic sensor board and has three module slots. The game levels include some with
move time settings and some countdown levels for blitz and rapid chess. The device is
avalable for DM 898.00, but there will be another version callbéss 500Qvith a 50 cm x

50 cm board and there will be a smaller version in the size @hhss 3000



Even if you only take a cursory look at the new devices, it is impossible to overtamiou

are trying to capture market share from. A special feature of all three devices is the possibility
of asking the question "What if? In this case you can replace the computer's answer train with
another one and let it show you what kind of countemribwas fearing in this case.

The new top devices from White & Allcock are tGbess 600Gand Chess 700pwhich are

similar in appearance to the other devices in the new Thousand Series and feature magnetic
sensor boards with dimensions of 40 cm x 40amd 50 xm x 50 cm. They have space for
three program and display slots and cost DM 1748.00 and DM 2498.00. In this price range
you naturally expect something special. The units, which will go into production in May,
contain the 1éit processor 68.000, wdh will run at 8 to 12 MHz, and will have 64 kbyte

ROM and 64 kbyte RAM, all in poweraving CMOS technology, so that both mains and
battery operation is possible.

Two displays have been planned, which is especially useful for the chess clocks. Fuehermo
there are 16 game levels with average computing times of 5 s to 3.75 min, countdown levels
and levels with fixed computing times as well as levels whose computing times are
automatically adjusted according to the opponent's time consumption.

In addition, you can program in the usual time conditions as used in normal tournaments, but
also such specialities as 2 h for 40 moves and 15 min for the rest of the game, which are
increasingly being used. Of course, there are also the usual special functiores soalti

move input and mat search levels for up to emght problems with secondary solutions.
Selbst wenn man die neuen Gerate nur fliichtig betrachtet, ist nicht zu Gbersehen, wem man
hier Marktanteile abgen méchte. Eine Besonderheit aller dreid®eist die Moglichkeit der
Fragestellung "What if?" Hierbei kann man den Antwortzug des Computers durch einen
anderen ersetzen und sich zeigesdas welchen Gegenzug er in diesem Fall befétdfat.

The position evaluation can also be calledius, displayed in tenths of a pawn unit. Finally,

you can retrieve Altemativ trains, because the precalculated variant is stored complete with
further details. As this is a flexible modular system, other processors can be used later on,
especially the typs 68.020 and 68.030, and myatbcessor systems are also possible.

The program development took three years and the author was Mark Taylor, who, like
Richard Lang, comes from David Levy's circle of employees. It remains to be seen whether
the strengthof the program can actually keep up wilephisto Dallas as has been assured
several times. In any case, the new top program is to be continually improved and additional
modules are to be created ...

White & Allcock still offers a wide range of enttgvel and midrange equipment that has
been on offer for some time. These include the tiny little keypad dBacket Ches{CXG

219) for DM 75.00 with LevyMighty Mitget's program , Computachess Il (CXG 008), a
batterypowered device with 16 game levelsdapressure sensor board for DM 168.00,
Computachess IV(CXG 227) for DM 138.00, a new device with 16 game levels whose
program corresponds to that of tRertachessand does not allow position control. The
pocket devicesPortachess(CXG 202), with plugin sensor board and 16 levels for DM
78.00, andAdvanced PortachesgCXG 201) in a similar design with 8 levels for DM 108.00
are intended as travel companions.



The playing strength of all these beginner devices is not outstanding, more interesting is the
middle class devic€rown (CXG 228) with a relatively large pressure sensor board and the
program of théenterprise for DM 198.00, which first came out in black and is now delivered

in brown. The two predecessdenterprise-S (Enterprise 'S') (CXG 208) for DM 268.00

and Star Chess(CXG 209) for DM 168.00 are also still available and cover the range
between the entrievel units and the upper middle class.

aLereed
: ‘

CXG21!(

D.C

CXG Super Enterprise LCD

(photo copyright © bynttp://www.schaakcomputers.yl/

Super Enterprise LCD (CXG 210C) with the strong program van Kaare Danielsen, which
also participated in the 1986 Microcomputer World Cup in Cologne, is now supplied with two
liquid crystal displays, has 44 game levels and with its price of DM 348.00 is currently one of
the cevices with the best priggerformance ratio. The same program is available in the pocket
unit Advanced Star ChesgCXG 211) for DM 248.00, which is equipped with a piag
sensor board, and in the new tabletop 8nper Crown (CXG 218) for DM 268.00.

In addition, six LCD games are also available for the fabulous price of just under DM 20.00.
These includefootball, basketball, tennis, UFOs, lion hunting and sea battles In
Nuremberg, no trees would be uprooted this year, but it became clear thatdlopohent is
constantly being pushed forward, not least by SciSys and White & Allcock, two companies
based in Hong Kong, who have competed in Germany against the market leader Hegener +
Glaser.

Source- https://roctadeeuropa.conMarch 1987 and April 1987,
HansPeter KetterlingNews from Nuremberg.
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Computer-Schach & Spiele (1987)
Nuremberg International Toy Fair
offered interesting news about
Newcrest Technology

Fantastic new revelations could not be expected #tis year's Nuremberg Toy Fair, as
the manufacturers seemed to have already shot their powder last autumn. But things
turned out differently: many an exciting novelty was on display and even more: many
rumours were circulating, there is movement in the ene.

A perfect copy

Some Hegener+Glaser employees, who had made the rounds in the Nuremberg exhibition
halls, came back smiling: "Have you already seen what Newcrest has to offer? Indeed, the
manufacturer from Hong Kong, who (according to company bassVihite) would like to
challenge SciSys for the title of the world's largest manufacturer, amazes with an exact copy
of the chess computers from Hegener and Glaser. Arriving in Germany just two days before
the fair, theprototypes (one of them ready to jay) were presented in two different sized
wooden cases in almost Mephistexclusive" or "Munich" format.

They are made of wood, have an attractive exterior and contain three interchangeable black
module slots in the drawer that can be pulled out afrtivé. There is one keyboard, one
display and one empty drawer. The display slot has two displays, which can show the time
spent on both sides at the same time. There is also a key with the ominous inscription "W.1.":
"What if?" ("Woas is?" translated avarian fair visitors) and it's a function which, as a
kind of chess teacher, provides information about which game progresses according to a
variant suggested by the playef Newcrest doesn't revise the feature after all.

The devices will first beeleased under the nantess 4000or DM 898 and asChess
5000for just under a thousand, later with aldi6 processor as Chess 6000 &fiess 7000

for DM 1748; and DM 2498, respectively. The program size is 64 kByte ROM and 64 kByte
RAM. In addition a lowpriced plastic version without the possibility of exchanging
programs is in sight. With the new devices, Eric White also plans to participate in the World
Cup '87, which will possibly take place in Rome.

Drawers the only solution?

Asked abouthie obvious Hegener+Glaser copy, Eric White said that you can't desigss
computer in any other way than this if you don't want to spoil the board with keys and also
accommodate modules. It is probably closer to the truth that Hegener+Glaser ddag aot p
important role in the international concert and that they are will therefore limit the discredit
that Newcrest may have to fear for its copies to the German market. Too bad for the active
importer Lorenz Siwek! Siwek announced that Newcrest hasdeldcio change the
appearance of the new devices in such a way that the similarity to the Hegener+Glaser models
is lower.



Siwek is also aware of the fact that the new equipment series only has a chance if the price is
kept competitive. For this reason has already considered a price reduction ofGhess

3000 (see presentation in CSS 1/87). Furthermore it was to be learned that this device
(originally not intended for the German market at all) will soon be equipped with the program
by Kaare Danielsenthat is currently in th&uper Enterprise. ThenChess 300&Ghould also

get two small displays.

The pictures from CSS 2/87 show a Chess 7000 prototype, which was operational during
the Nurnberg toy fair. Now in the year 2020 a unique specimen! Where hasishmodel
gone? Maybe it came into the possession of a collector?

Beide Fotos aus CSS April 1987 zeigen einen CXG Chess HB00totyp (!), der wahrend
der Nurnberger Spielwarenmesse einsatzbereit war. Jetzt im Jahr 2020 ein Unikat! Wo
ist dieses Malell geblieben? Ist es vielleicht in den Besitz eines Sammlers gekommen?

Apart from that, Newcrest (also "CXG"a purely optical name without conténbr "White
& Allcock") offers a wide range of devices in the lower price range, e.gAthanced
Portachess a travel chess computer for DM 78the Super Crown with the Super
Enterprise program, but without display for DM 194, or the Advanced Star Chesdor
DM 166;, which is meanwhile equipped with a black case.

One thing (with the exception of Novagll manufacturers this year have unanimously taken
up the flag: playing strength. It is accepted that participation in the world championship is
effective for the publi¢ a success all the more s@nd that it is well advised to have a strong
top modelin the range. So we can expect that in the foreseeable future there will not only be
more wooden devices, but also a world championship with the participation of CXG and
SciSys: For the fans certainly a welcome prospect.

Source: Computebchach & Spiel¢CSS 2/87), April 1987, Play strength is trumps
Nuremberg International Toy Fair offered interesting news
Newcrest Technology (Extract).

CXG wooden boards overview

Chess 3000: 33,5 x 33,5 chB-Bit (1986- DM 698,00- Richard Lang)

Chess 3008: 33,5 x 33 cm- 8-Bit (1987 - DM 698,00- Kaare Danielsen)

Chess 6000: 40 x 40 cm16-Bit = CXG Sphinx 40 (1987- DM 998,00- Levy & Taylor)
Chess 7000: 50 x 50 cm16-Bit = CXG Sphinx 50 (1987- DM 1498,00- Levy & Taylor)
Chess Commander: 33,5 x 33,5 caB-Bit (1988- DM 898,00- Frans Morsch)

Chess 4000: 40 x 40 cm8-Bit = CXG Sphinx 40 Plus (1988 DM 998,00- Fr. Morsch)
Chess 5000: 50 x 50 cm8-Bit = CXG Sphinx 50 Plus (1988 DM 1498,00- Fr. Morsch)




Schach Echo (May 1987)
Alexander Canetti
Chess comuter on the
Nuremberg International Toy Fair

This stood out above all because there were wooden planks with 'déja vu' effect to be seen.
You see: 40 x 40 and 50 x 50 cm respectively, -putl drawer, three interchangeable
modules... Mr. White and Mr. Sek hurried to assure themselves that these were only
preliminary samples and that the final products would of course look completely different.
Let's wait and see.

In any case, CXG announces two new 68.000 programs, which allegedly are not from Levy
but from the Englishman Wilson ("Advance”). The smaller program is supposed to be
stronger than the Super Enterprise, the larger program is even supposed to venture into
"Dallas regions". In any case, CXG wants to compete against the overpowering Mephisto's
the next Microcomputer World Championship.

The following new releases were announced for 1987:

CXG 3003 Wooden unit like CXG 3000, but with Super Enterprise program. Expected price
between DM 500,and 600,

Super Enterprise 68.000 Plastic unitwith 16 bit processor. Expected price between DM
700; and 800,

And in addition 4 different versions of wooden sensor boards with 16 bit processors:
CXG 4000 (68.000 / 40 x 40 cm) approx. DM 300,

CXG 5000 (68.000 / 50 x 50 cm) approx. DM 1250,

CXG 6000 (68.000 / 40 x 40 cm) approx. DM 1750,

CXG 7000 (68.000 / 50 x 50 cm) approx. DM 2500

You can certainly look forward to these models, because CXG has always been a price
breaker.

Source- Schach Echo, May 1987, Alexander Canetti:
Chess comper on the Nuremberg International Toy Fair (Extract)

NB: Mr Canetti's reporting is partly wrong!



Computer-Schach & Spiele (1987)
Bernd Schneider
Chess 3008 Turn two into one

The companyCXG (Newcres) had already made quite a lasting impression tears ago
with its powerfulSuper Enterprise. Last winter, the woode@hess 3000ollowed, and this

fall CXG will now make one out of the two: The wooden housing now comes with tKe 16
program byKaare Danielsenand the two small displays known from tBeper Enterprise.

The name Chess 3008is probably derived from the case name (3000) and the MHz number
(8). Bernd Schneider examined the fusion and was delighted.
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The precursor to the CXG Sphinx Commander...
CXG Chess 3008 Release year: 1987

(photo @pyright © byhttp://www.schaakcomputers. (600 dpi)

At the Super Enterprise (which still exists) | disliked the strangely shaped figures, which
could not activate the sensor board very well, and the vemll sedge LEDs. Both
shortcomings are solved in the best possible way by transferrin§uper Enterprise's

innards into th&Chess 3000'sase: Here you now have a really beautiful wooden device with
magnetic sensors, 64 LEDs in the board and a very éx¢dist of features, which are known

from the Super Enterprise, but can be realized much better and more clearly on the full
sensor. For example, the main variant can be shown six moves away on the board, or you can
check piece positions with the pushadbutton even while the computer is busy.

With the price of less than DM 700.00, as promised by importer Lorenz Siwek, the device
would have to be in trouble if it didn't find its fans, even if the overall playing strength is a
little behind that of som#&6-K colleagues. Tactically however, the thing is fantastic. Also the
operating instructions have received the "Teutonic improvement” | hoped for and the
workmanship of the drawer in the front of the unit has improved (even if it still has no felt
feet). Heart, what more do you want?

Source- ComputerSchach & Spiele (6/87) December 1987
Bernd Schneider: Fathomlessly the Sphinx smiles.
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Europa-Rochade (1988)
Hans-Peter Ketterling
Nuremberg fair novelties

White & Allcock has been represented in Germasrysbme time now by Lorenz Siwek, who

has now also become the German Fidelity representative, and has also announced some new
products. The two new tegf-the-range unitsSphinx 40 and Sphinx 50for DM 998.00 and

DM 1498.00 were only introduced in the laddys before Christmas 1987, but there are
already some news to report.

A completely new program is planned for both devices, which will offer several surprises.
First of all, it does not come from Levy's program forge, instead Kaare Danielseketisdi
Danish programmer ohAdvanced Star Chesshas his hand in it together with another yet
unnamed programmer.

Second, the program is not supposed to run on the 68.000 but on the good old 6502 and still
be stronger than the current Sphinx prograrhatidled correctly, the 6502 is very powerful,
apart from the fact that it is much cheaper.

Thirdly, the program will be available as an exchange modul8gbimx 40and Sphinx 50

and you will probably see it competing at this year's planned Microcempdiorid
Championship in Spain. From now on Sphinx will not only identify a special program family,
but will also be used as a brand name, i.e. the name for the entire White & Allcock product
range. Behindphinx Junior will be a keypad device for DM 1290with LC display and a
small chess set included.

Advanced Starchess PlugAdvanced Star Chess Plus) $phinx Supra will be available

with a new program for DM 298.00, which will also come ouSpkinx Commanderin the

case of theChess 3008vith magneit sensor board for DM 898.00, while Chess 3008 will
remain in the range unchanged for DM 698.00. In addition some smaller devices will still be
available, but probably some of them will get a facelift. All new units should be on sale by
September.

Soure - https://rochadeeuropa.coipril 1988, HansPeter Ketterling:
Nuremberg fair novelties (continued from the March issue).
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CXG Sfinx-Voorn

Benoni

1. d4 Pf6 2. c4 ¢5 3. d5 e6 4. Pc3 exdS5 5.
cxdS d6 6. Pf3 g6 7. e4 Lg7 8. Le2 a6 9. 0-0
bS 10. a3 0-0 11. Lg5 Dc7 12. 5! dxe5S 13.
dé Dd8 14. Pxe5 Te8 15. Lxf6! Lxf6 16.
Pxf7! Kxf7 17. Dd5+ Le6 18. Dxa8 Ld4
19. Db7 + Kg8 20. Dc7 Dh4 21. Tael Pbd7
22. Da7 b4 23. g3 Dh3 24. axb4 Pe5 25.
bxc5 Tf8

Zwart heeft nu alles klaar staan om via 3
binnen te dringen. De arme Sfinx ziet het
niet. 26. Ted1 Lg4 27. Dxa6 Op 6 Ply. Het
mat ligt buiten de horizon. 27. ..., Lf3 28.
Da2+ Kg7 29. Da7+ Khé 30. Dg7+ en

wit geeft het op.

From the Aegon tournament which started on 9 May 1988 comes the oldest publisise
game of a beta version of Frans Morsch, who was developing a chess program on h

d ches
ehalf of

CXG Newcrest Technology. It was appropriately named CXG Sphinx, which was to appear

commercially in the CXG Galaxy and the Commander in August 1988. A tragic ewén
place on the board of the Sphinx, (probably a Sphinx 40 prototype). With an excellent

t to
centre

breakthrough, white had the advantage. While collecting material, however, the computer

doesn't see that black (Martin Voorn) is setting up a dangerous atéaeh reality finally
comes within its horizon it's too late, and matt can no longer be prevented.
(Source: CSVN Computerschaak nii. Rine 1988) (photo copyright © thttp://www.schaakcomputers. 600 dpi)
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Jongsma-CXG Sfinx

Onregelmatig

1. Pc3 Pc6 2. d4 Pf6 3. e4 eS 4. dxeS PxeS
S. f4 Pc6 6. e5 Pg8 7. Lcd4 Lbd 8. Pf3 h6 9.

0-0 Lxc3 10. bxc3 b6(?) 11. La3 Pe7 12. 15
dS 13. exd6 e.p. cxd6 14. Lxd6 Lxf5 15.
Tel a6 16. Pe5 0-0

17. Lxe7 Pxe7 18. Dxd8 Taxd8 19. Px{7

Tc8 20. Lb3 Tc7 21. Pxh6 + Kh7 22. Pxf5

PxfS 23. Tf1 Tf6 24. Tf3 Kg6 25. Tafl b5

26. LdS Pd6 27. Tg3+ KhS 28. Tel a5 29.

TeS + T£S 30. TxfS PxfS 31. Td3 Kg5 32.

Le6 Pe7 33. Td7 Txd7 34. Lxd7, zwart

geeft het op.
Here's a last game from the 1988 Aegon tournament. In the last (6th) round Lex J
managed to maintain his one hundred percent score. He didn't have a hard time ag
CXG Sfinx, even though organizer Cock de Gorter had specially adaptegpehing book tg
Jongsma's bizarre opening choice. To no avail. Jongsma got a big lead in developm
won quickly. CXG Sfinx finished with 3 points from 6 games in the middle spot.

strongest chess computer was Mephisto Mega IV, a commercial ve@mected to an 1
MHz turbo kit. The Mega IV ended with 4 points from 6 games.

bngsma
ainst the
)
lent and
The

fe]

(Source: CSVN Computerschaak nii. Rine 1988) (photo copyright © khttp://www.schaakcomputers.h{600 dpi)
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Jeroen Noomen The battle against three computers in Dieren

From 18 to 28 July 1988 the traditional Open Championship of the Netherlands took place
again in Dieren. For the eighth consecutive time there was also the special computer group
and just like last year | wadlowed to participate again. Last year | had scored 7 out of 8 and

| was curious if the computers would manage to get me more points this year. Afte
could assume that the factories would bring their newest devices into the battlegrour
thelatest gadgets and improvements. Disappointing news reached me a week before
Novag and Fidelity had pulled out. Apparently these factories were afraid to stick their
out and they both missed the first computer rating tournament in ElRepmnally, | foung
that very unfortunate, because | would have liked to play against the endgame strong
Mach Il and the combined Novag. In preparation was the just published magazine
CSVN Computerschaak nr. 3, which came in handy. All gaofghe CXG Sphinx and th

rall, |
d, with
he start:
necks

Fidelity
of the
e

Mephisto Mega IV were played carefully. | decided to play each game a bit different to give

the computers a fair chance, so for instance not always-Iddign and Sicilian with black

(through my own Mephisto MM IV | know thatomputers with these openings have gt
difficulty). The first three laps | had to compete against Frans Morsch's CXG Sphinx
were three fairly easy victories. In two games the program saw the dangers of my
attack too late and in the first gaim@ppened as you can see below.

Wit: J. Noomen (Elo 2091)

Zwart: Sphinx C

Caro-Kann

1. ed4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. Pd2 ded 4. Pxed L5 5.
Pg3 Lg6 6. Lc4 Einde boek. 6. ..., Pd7 7.
Ple2 Pb6 8. Lb3 c5?! 9. ¢3 cd4 10. Pxd4
eS? Al de beslissende fout. Verwaarlozen
van de ontwikkeling kan in zo’n open stel-
ling niet goed gaan. 11. De2 Dc¢7 12. Lf4

Pd7 13. Pb5 Db8 14. 0-0-0 Le7 15. Txd7! Niet al te moeilijk. Op ..., ef4
komt nu Txb7! 15. ..., Kxd7 16. Tdl+

Kc6 Of ..., Ke8 17. LxeS. 17. Dcd+ LcS
18. Dd5+ Kxb5 19. Lad+! Kb6 Op een
andere zet komt DxcS5 en snel mat. Nu won
Db3 + snel en eenvoudig, maar ik was ge-
biologeerd door een dameoffer: 20.
Dxc5+!? Kxc5 21. Le3+ Kc4 22. b3+
Kxc3 23. LcS! Ld3 24. Txd3 Kxd3 2S.
Lb5+ Kc3 26. Pe2 mat.

Grappig is de onderste rij van zwart, waar
al zijn zware materiaal hulpeloos moet toe-

YRS
'..' g/ / g zien hoe de eigen koning wordt matgezet.

(Source: CSVN Computerschaak nii. 4ugust 1988) (photo copyright © bitp://www.schaakcomputers.ne00 dpi)
NB: Against a strong computer chess player (Jeroen wa@er wontract with Mephisto for

long time as opening expert) it is not easy to make a fist. In 1988 Frans Morsg
discovered this and wrote his programme for Newcrest Technology. Only one month |

eat
They
king's

a
h also
ater his

new program would appear @XG Galaxy andCXG Commander!
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< SPHINX

Pricelist
CXG chess computers 1988
In the Netherlands

Transformer  Playing Advice

Type Name included levels sales

CXG-219 Pocketchess no 8 Fl. 89,00
CXG-202 Portachess no 8 Fl. 99,00
CXG-237 Sphinx Junior no 64 Fl. 149,00
CXG-227  Computachess IV no 16 Fl. 169,00
CXG-209 Starchess no 16 Fl. 199,00
CXG-011  Galaxy Mark Il no 8 Fl. 199,00
CXG-008 Computachess llI no 8 Fl. 249,00
CXG-240  SphinxRoyal (**) no 64 Fl. 279,00
CXG-228 Crown no 16 Fl. 279,00
CXG-211  Advanced Starchess no 44 Fl. 279,00
CXG-208 Enterprise S no 8 Fl. 299,00
CXG-218  Super Crown no 44 Fl. 349,00
CXG-210  Super Enterprise no 44 Fl. 399,00
CXG-210C Super Enterprise LCD no 44 Fl. 469,00
CXG-230  Sphinx Galaxy (*) yes 56 Fl. 569,00
CXG-239  Sphinx Dominator (**) yes 56 Fl. 649,00
CXG-3008 Chess 3008 yes 44 Fl. 849,00
CXG-3018 Sphinx Commander (*)  yes 56 Fl. 979,00
CXG-3038 Sphinx 40 Plus (**) yes 56 Fl. 1299,00
CXG-3048 Sphinx 50 Plus (**) yes 56 Fl. 1599,00
WTA Transformator (***) Fl. 29,50

(*) Available from August 1988
(**) Available mid-September 1988
(***) WTA transformer is connectable for all CXG models except GXI® and CX&202.

BOUWERW 1- 1185 XW AMSTELVEEN
POSTBUS 311- 1180 AH AMSTELVEEN
TEL.:020- 456451 - TELEX 16099 BETON NL

(Source: Wegam Trading BV1988) (photo copyright © byww.schaakcomputers.ni{600 dpi)

NB: This Wegam price list is a reproductiohthe original. The exact date of publicatior
this pricelist cannot be traced, but July 1988 seems most likely to me.
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COMNMINIANIDIER

AUGUSTUS 1988

De Sphinx Commander beschikt over hetzelfde programma en dezelfde
mogelijkheden als de aan de ommezijde beschreven Sphinx Galaxy.

Het verschil zit in het fraaie houten bord met sensoren en de houten
stukken met magneten. U hoeft het stuk slechts te verplaatsen op het
bord en de computer "voelt" wat uw zet is. De tegenzet van de computer
wordt met individuele LED's per veld aangegeven.

Het resultaat is een zeer fraai ogende en nog eenvoudiger en sneller te

bedienen computer.

Afmetingen 34 x 34 cm.
Leverbaar vanaf augustus 1988,
Adviesverkoopprijs f  979,--.
Importeur

) BOUWERWJ 1- 1185 XW AMSTELVEEN
POSTBUS 311- 1180 AH AMSTELVEEN

TEL.:020- 456451 - TELEX 16099 BETON NL

CXG Sphinx Commander: available from August 1988
Release: August 1988 in the Netherlands!

(Source: Wegam Trading B1988) (photo copyright © byvww.schaakcomputers.nif{600 dpi)
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Technische gegevens:

Speelsterkte

Microprocessor

R.0.M. geheugen

R.A.M. geheugen
Kloksnelheid

Invoer van de zetten
Weergave van het antwoord
Aantal speelsterkteniveau's

Schaakklok
Zetten terugnemen
Informatiemogelijkheden

Aantal varianten in openings-
bibliotheek
Openingsbibliotheek uitbreid-
baar met

Maximum rekendiepte

Lost problemen op tot
Eindspel

Geschikt voor

Voeding

Afmetingen

Adviesverkoopprijs f

Importeur

569 ,--

.

CXG 230 SPHINX GALAXY

Moderne tafelmodel schaakcom-
puter met ingebouwde schaak-
klokken en sensorveldbediening
De zeer eenvoudig te bedienen
Sphinx Galaxy beschikt over
een zeer uitgebreid en zeer
sterk programma van de
Nederlandse topprogrammeur
Frans Morsch en wordt inclusie
lichtnetadapter geleverd.
Geschikt voor gemiddelde spele:
tot zeer ervaren clubschakers.

AUGUSTUS 1988

ca. 2050 Elo.

65C02.

32 Kbyte.

8 Kbyte.

4 MegaHerz.

sensorvelden.

16 LED's / L.C.D. display.

56, onderverdeeld in o.a.:
toernooiniveau's, snelschaakniveau's,
rekendiepteniveau's en probleemniveau's.

2 klokken die zowel count-downtijd, zettijd
en totaaltijd kunnen tonen.

onbeperkt (hele partij is naspeelbaar uit
het geheugen).

toont op verzoek rekendiepte, stellingswaardering,
verwachtte variant en zettenteller,

1200 (8000 zetten in transposities).

64 varianten (max. 3000 zetten).

20 ply.

mat in 10 zetten.

voorgeprogrammeerde eindspelstrategieén.
snelschaak, toernooischaak, briefschaak en
probleemschaak.

: lichtnet/batterijen (wordt inclusief lichtnet-

adapter geleverd).
42 cm x 32 cm.

WEGAIM TRADING BY

BOUWERWJ 1- 1185 XW AMSTELVEEN
POSTBUS 311 - 1180 AH AMSTELVEEN
TEL.:020- 456451 - TELEX 16099 BETON NL

CXG Sphinx Galaxy: available from August 1988
Release: August 1988 in the Netherlands!

(Source: Wegam Trading B1988) (photo copyright © bywww.schaakcomputers.nif{600 dpi)
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Computer-Schach & Spiele(1988)
Gunter Niggemann
From Il Mach Il
Computer novelties at the 20th Porz Open

The traditional Porz Open seems to develop into a test field for ceke computers. More
and more manufacturers are sending their latest machines to this tough tournament for
testing. At the 20th event of this kind, which took place from 9 to 17 July, some
machines made their debut. Gunter Niggemann reports.

For the jubile open of the Schachgemeinschaft Porz e.V., which the International Champion,
multiple German Blitzmeister and former world record holder in simultaneous chess Karl
Heinz Podzielny (ELO 2515) won with the dream result of 9 points from 9 rounds, the
compute manufacturers sent a crowd of illustrious guests last test before the World
Championship in Spain?

The company CXG/Newcrest started with a new device: CXG Commander with the program
by Frans Morsch, well known to the readers as author of thedislié®upermondial
programs. The program ran on a 6502 processor in the case of the CXG 3008. In the CXG
product range, this device will have the type designation CXG 3018; the CXG 3008 will
remain in the program. In the guise of the Super Enterpriseetioenmended retail price for

this computer should be between DM 39&nd DM 448, Second unit from this
manufacturer: a CXG Sphinx 40 with revised program, but still withiflfrocessor.

Fidelity had released a Mach Il with Los Angeles program. Anld avnovelty: Fidelity Mach

lll. This is a 68020 machine with the latest program (Philadelphia) to be used at the World
Cup in Spain. The case is identical to that of the Mach Il. The machine went to the start
sealed. According to the importer Lorenz Siwtbk electronic brain was clocked with 20
MHz. When

Mach Il with the 68000 it will be available from the end of September for about 1300,

Saitek sent a Kasparov Galileo with Analyst Module 8 Mhz to the start. By using this module,
identity with its predecessor Leonardo is given in the playing strength, of which it is separated
in the basic version by the lightning board, a modified

control bar for a better overview and the possibility to connect a printer directly.

Hegener+Glaser sent their fidgp Mephisto Munich Roma 68020, and to speak about this
device would be to carry owls to Athens. The same applies to the Novag Super Expert, which
wanted to confirm its very good performance at the 19th Porz Open.



The results

Unfortunately, like he other devices, it did not quite succeed. | wonder if they have already
been to the World Cup with their thoughts? In the table you can see for each round and each
computer the ingo number of the opponent and the result of the computer. If you want to
convert the Ingo numbers into Elo numbers, you can use the following formula: Elo 82840

X Ingo.

By the way, the Mach Il was only registered shortly before the tournament started, but did
not arrive in time, so that it could only be used from therdtind on. In order to ensure
comparability with other machinesotherwise it would almost exclusively have received
opponents well below its playing strength levédlwas initially awarded 1.5 points without a
fight for pairing purposes, which were detied after its first victories. Because of the small
number of only 6 games, the INGO first evaluation of the Mach Il can only serve as a very
rough guide.



