The Ultimate Blunder

By Tim Krabbe

White resigned in view of 1. Rxd2 Rxd2 2
Qg4 h5, which will leave him a Rook down
He overlooked 2. Bxg6!, when there will be
no ... h6-h5; this leads to an easily won end
game for White. (One wonders how this
position might have come about; perhap:
something like Qgd-h5, g7-¢6; Rfl-d1, Rf8
d8?)
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The position bears all the earmarks of a
furious Max Lange attack, but here the
grandmaster resigned, overlooking the neat
winning move 1. Rdé!; for example, 1
Rxd6 2. g8=0Q + Kd7 3. Qf7 + Kcb 4. Qe8 +
Kb6 5. Qe3 Kcb 6. Qxc5 +
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I’(mr Black. He's just had to resign a long, hard game (That's his l\ln), tipped over there on f8.)
“There’s just no way I can stop that pawn on h7,” he says as he gives his opponent a con

gratulatory handshake. “I'm glad you think so!” was White's quick answer. What move did
White see that escaped Black's attention? (Check It Out. page 59 )
I

here are blunders, and there are E E—A @;77 7]
blunders. One may leave a pawn en R
prise, or one may, instead of mating t

K-} .
in one, ..I”H\\' the opponent to mate on the g 1 t A;
a |
af
13

Black to move

worst blunder possible? There, views may
differ. For one thing, blunders of such

move. The latter is worse. But is it also the & e ‘ ﬁ ﬁ g ﬁ é 1‘ Skl

L R y_ |

magnitude tend to occur in time trouble B )
which is an excuse for almost anything

g : % ﬁ ﬁ Sl lnlxh ad of resigning, which lost quickly

n my opinion, the worst blunder occurs Black could have played the brilliant 1
when a player resigns in error. Resigning g @ g] Qg4!, which wins on the spot. He could even
characteristically does not take place during T have preceded it with 1 Qd1 +
time trouble — it is mostly done in calm, if g Y
not too happy, contemplation. Even so, there White resigned because he was losing his T 7ZZmai 7 777
is an abundance of cases where players Queen, but he could have mated in four: 1 4‘ @ {Eatthen
resigned positions that were not lost. What | Bxf7+ Kxf7 2. Rfl + Kg8 3. Rf8+ Rxf8 4 ‘ t b ¥ 1 b 3 1 ‘
proclaim to be the ultimate blunder is resign Qg7 mate ' |
ing in a won position. Incredible as it may | ‘
seem, | have been able to collect 19 well [ E @ o Sy gl : | White to move
authenticated examples. 1 will start at the QA ‘
bottom with a few apparent coffechouse -e- t t J
short circuits and simultaneous pitfalls, and t 1 i g ﬁ
work my way up to master play, grand t ﬁ - ﬁ ﬁ Nelmon
master play, and world championship series N g g @
play ﬁ =

There is a famous quote by Savielly Tar ﬁ ! A
takower: “Never a game has been won by ﬁ g ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ Bt Facing mate on h3, the renowned prob
resigning.” The matenial brought together lem composer who later emigrated to the
here tempts me to add: “Even some games -Q- g 3 @ J Soviet Union, resigned. But 1. Re8 + Kd7 2
have been lost by resigning Re3! would not only have saved him, it

Tim Krabbé: The Ultlmate Blunder
Source: Chess Life Magazine — July 1984




lvould have given him excellent winning
chances, as 2 Qhdor 2 Qf4 3. Rxdd +!
IQxd4 4. Rd3 Oxd3 5. Ne5+ loses at once,
while 2. ... Qg7 3. Rxd4 + Kc6 (3. ... Oxda 4
Rd3 again) 4. Red3 leaves White ahead in
material
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In her winning position, Black saw a
decisive move and played 29. ... b2. White
agreed and resigned in view of 30. Bxa2 Rcl,
etc. Only later did White notice that replac
ing “etc.”” with 31. Rf1 would force Black to
resign. White had recently (1950-53) been
women's world champion
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Vienna 1943

This was the decisive game in the last
round; by winning, White could tie for first
place. According to the story, Keller said
It's over

I prefer to play on a little,”” said Black
No, I mean I'm resigning.”

White was winning: 1. ¢6 (threatening
Kb8) 1. ... Bd5 2. Kb6 Kd8 (if 2. ... Bc4, then
3.¢7) 3. Kxb5 Kc7 4. Kc5 Bxc6 (otherwise, 5
b5) 5. g6, and White wins

{

| Reko

: &

b 3

2 ©R|wawm
itz R

i3 &
ﬁ Havasi

edad o d

Budapest 1976

Black resigned at this point, missing a
deep, but entirely forced, win: 1 c4! 2
bxcd (if 2. dxcd, then 2. ... a4, and now either
3. bxad b3! or 3. c5axb3!) 2. ...ad4 3. c5a3 4
bxa3 bxa3 5. ¢c6 a2 6. ¢7 al=Q 7. ¢8=0Q
Qfl+ 8. Kg3 Of4+ 9. Kh3 Qf3+ 10. Kh2
Qf2+ 11. Kh3 Qhd+ 12. Kg2 Oxgd+ 13
Qxgd + Kxgd, and Black wins
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Black to move

Since he could not find a move to stop
White from playing 1. Qg8+ and 2. Nf7,
mate, Black resigned. There was such a
move, however: 1. ... Qf2!, with which Black
would have remained a Rook to the good
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Budapest 1955

Black is a master, White the author of a
book on tactics. After 1 Qxa2+, White
resigned. Both players were unaware that
the overburdened Knight did have a new
defense: 2. Nxa2 Rd1 + 3. Ncl!, and White is
a Queen up
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Black to move
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Uzbehistan Championship 1981

Black (not grandmaster Artur) played 1
Qa6;, White resigned, as he thought the
possibility of ... Of1, mate, forced an ex-
change of Queens, leading to a hopeless end-
game. He missed this: 2. gd+!! fxgd+ 3
Nxgd + g5 (3. ... Qxb5 4. Nf6, mate) 4. Qe8 +
Qgb 5. Nf6, mate
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White to move

Correspondence, France 1958

Yes, a correspondence game. White
resigned instead of playing 1. Re8!, which
wins immediately. White threatens 2
Qxh6+ and 3. Rh8, mate, and 1 h5 is
answered by 2. Qg5, with the same threat
Finally, on 1. ... g52. fxg5 Qg6 3. Nxe6, there
15 no defense against 4. Nf8 +, winning the
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Correspondence, 1974-75
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Black resigned. His Queen has no squares,
and 1. ... exd6is answered by 2. Bc6 + and 3.
Qe8, mate. But 1 Be3+! would have
given him the needed flight square and a
winning position, for after 2. bxc3 exd6 3.
Bcb+ Kf8 4. QeS8+ Kg7, White has no com-
pensation for the Exchange
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Dresden 1977

Play continued 1. ... Kf77? 2. Be8 + 7 Ke7 3.
Bc6? and then, to crown it all, Black re-
signed. With 3. ... Qd1+!, he could have
won. Three examples: (I} 4. Kxd1 Bgd +, (II)
4. Kc3 Qxc2+ 5. Kd4 Qd3 +, and (I11) 4. Ke3
Qe2 +, etc., with the Bishop delivering a
winning check each time. He could of course
have played 1. ... Qd1+ on the first move.
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Italian Championship, Trieste 1954

When White sacrificed his Queen, Black
panicked and resigned immediately. Had he
[Please turn to page 54
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looked closer, he would have seen the win
1 Kxh7 2. f8=Q+ Kg6, and now (I) on 3
Rg7+ Kh6, White, a Rook down, doesn't
have a decent move left, while (II) 3. Oxc8
Rf1 + leads to mate
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The game was adjourned in this position
Lambert offered a draw, but when Kotov
showed him his sealed move, 42. Re6 + , and
the intended sequel 42. ... Kd7 43. Rxe8 Kxe8
44. Re6 + and 45. Rxed4, he was so impressed
he resigned immediately. But when Black
deviates with 43 g3!!, he

wins, which

means the diagramed position 1s a forced
win for him
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This is the best-known case by far. Con
fronted with the loss of Bishop at d4, Black
resigned. He could have forced a win in one

move: 1 Bgl
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The game ended suddenly with 1
R6xe2 +, when White resigned. Apparently
both players overlooked that after 12. Rxe2
Bxh4 +, simply 43. Ke3 was possible wher

White would have had an easy win
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White played 1. Kd8, and Black obligingly
resigned, as he saw nothing against 2. Qe7
mate. What he forgot was that by closing th
f8-c8, White had allowed 1 Rxgd
with a clear, if rather « win for
Black. In the diagram
played 1. Qg8 +, winnin
Bf7 fails to 2. Qc8+
Qd6, mate. Here
(notably 6, 8, 10, 11, 12, and 13| the resignin
player acted in the knowledge that his game
or lost, and therefore
that the position was

line
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White should have
g the Bishop, as 1
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: |‘ s just no way 1 can stop that pawn on h7.” he says as he gives his opponent a con

gratulatory handshake. “I'm glad you think so!” was White's quick answer. What move did

White see that escaped Black's attention? (Check It Out page 59

See the comments and solution on the next page...
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What move did White see that escaped Black’s attention?
This was the position just one move earlier.
White has played 1. Rf8+? Kxf8 2. gxh7,
whereupon Black, thinking he had no way to
stop the pawn (he soon runs out of spite
checks after something like 2. ... Ra4 + 3. Kh3
Ra3+ 4. g3) graciously resigned. But White
saw after taking the pawn that, on 2. ... Ra4 +,

it doesn’'t matter | &
where he moves his | 31
King, because 3. ..
Rh4! forces him to re- it
sign. The cute point is t 1
that 4. Kxh4 g5+! al- |

v ank Q= v7 |
lows Black to clear g7 4 4

so Black's King can
stop the advanced h-

pawn. Black will soon Queen his a-pawn,
and the game will be over. This position 1s
adapted from the famous simultaneous
game Lasker-Loman (1913), in which an
amateur succeeded in gaining immortality
with this brilliancy against the reigning
world champion.
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