
 
 

 
Evan Katz: A Glimpse at the World of Micro-Chess 

Source: Personal Computing Magazine – July 1979 

 

Boris Grandmaster (prototype) 
The World's First Fully Electronic Chess Computer 

 

Same advanced features as Boris Master, plus exclusive full electronic board display. No chess 

pieces needed! The entire chess board is displayed electronically with graphic symbols showing 

the location of each piece. Special selector switch allows you the choice of viewing the current 

board situation or watching Boris' brain move the pieces electronically while he considers his 

next best move. In battery mode, only single integrated panel display operational; Position 

Storage Memory for interrupting game at any time operates at all times.  
 

 

»Solid walnut case. Size: 15½" x 10" x 3½" (39.3 cm x 25.4 cm x 8.7 cm)« 
 

It's strange that this beautiful (design) model never actually appeared on the market! Now that 

I'm actually seeing this prototype for the first time, it reminds me a bit of the later technology 

from Applied Concepts/Chafitz Destiny Laser Chess and Novag Savant! Apparently, a lot of 

know-how is required to commercially launch a new product. Of course, a few questions remain. 

How many of these prototypes were produced, and who might still have a (working) example 

lying around in their attic? One thing I know for sure: if such a model ever appears on eBay, the 

price will skyrocket! True collectors certainly won't let such an opportunity pass them by. Now 

it's just a matter of time before the first offer arrives! 



 

 

 
A Glimpse at the World of Micro-Chess: A brand new model of Boris = Boris Sargon! 

Source: Personal Computing Magazine – July 1979 
 

A nice anecdote from Personal Computing Magazine in October 1978: Chess Challenger 10 is the new, upgraded 

model of computerizid chess from Fidelity Electronics of Chicago. Chess Challenger 10 become the big brother of 

Chess Challenger 3, which has been on the market from the summer of 1977. Boris also, has recently been upgraded 

to reflect a 40% increase in playing speed. Available only since last Fall. Boris has become a popular competitor to the 

other computerizid chess games. In the improved mode, the manufacturers, Chafitz, Inc. of Rockvill, MD, expects 

Boris to do even better. Mark Singer, in a report on Boris in American Postal Chess League, says ''Boris plays well 

enough to be real competition for any beginner, or so for Boris to move. At this speed Boris plays at about 1450-1550 

USCF level. At longer times, he could be competition for anyone short of expert rating!'' 
 



 

 

 

 
Chafitz/Applied Concepts in the years 1978 and 1979 

Meet Boris The Talking Chess Computer 
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A Glimpse at the World of Micro-Chess 

Source: Personal Computing Magazine – July 1979 
 



 

 

 

 
A Glimpse at the World of Micro-Chess 

Source: Personal Computing Magazine – July 1979 

 

About the Fidelity Chess Challenger 10: 

10 Levels of play from CL1 (Class 1) to CL10 (Class 10) 
 

CL1  5 Seconds   (Beginner)             

CL2  15 Seconds  (Intermediate)       

CL3  35 Seconds  (Experienced)           

CL4  1:20 minutes  (Advanced)         

CL5  2:20 minutes  (Superior)     

CL6 60 minutes  (Mate in 2)          

CL7  24 hours   (Postal chess)          

CL8  11 minutes  (Expert)             

CL9 6 minutes   (Excellent)       

CL10 3 minutes   (Tournament)   
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