
 

 

 
 

 
The Voice Chess Challenger remains a visually stunning  

classic chess computer, and the voice never gets old! 
 



 

 

 

Evan Katz: Chess Challenger's Voice Comes out of Both Sides of Its Mouth 
Source: Personal Computing Magazine – May 1980 

 



 

 

 

Evan Katz: Chess Challenger's Voice Comes out of Both Sides of Its Mouth 
Source: Personal Computing Magazine – May 1980 

 

An interesting article with a nice explanation of the playing levels and the progression of 

the calculation depths. Coincidentally or not, a few weeks ago, Luuk Hofman, Rob van 

Son and I achieved three checkmates in two positions. The result was rather disappoin-

ting, as the Voice Chess Challenger couldn't solve a single checkmate problem! I'd like 

to share the three positions. 
 

 

 

White starts and checkmates in two moves! 

For a brief discussion and solution, see: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vIuA1UIb838 
 

It's actually quite remarkable that the Voice Chess Challenger can't solve this 

checkmate problem. Not even at level H after half an hour of analysis. The Chess 

Challenger 9 gives the correct first move within seconds, announcing the checkmate. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vIuA1UIb838


 

 

 

Voice Chess Challenger… 

The First Thinking Game That Speaks To You! 
 (Source: Playboy - December 1979) 

 



 

 

 

Magnus Carlsen with white to move SOLVES the hardest mate in 2 

For a brief discussion and solution, see: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pInn70bH-Ww 
 

This problem, too, is clearly too difficult for the  

Voice Chess Challenger due to its many possibilities. 
 

 

 

White starts and checkmate in two moves with a very surprising twist! 

For a brief discussion and solution, see: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KueO2qUqul0 
 

Voice Chess Challenger doesn't have an adjustable level for a two-move checkmate. 

However, it won't solve this problem from level 5 and above. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pInn70bH-Ww
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KueO2qUqul0


 

 

 
"The first chess game that not only thinks, but also speaks to you." 

Fidelity Electronics commercial featuring the computerized Chess Challenger. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Czj2koJvJj0 
 

 
This video, featuring four different voices, was made to last! Because when do you see 

and hear an English, German, Spanish, and French Voice Chess Challenger in a single 

video? Sometimes you surpass yourself, and that's exactly what Rob van Son did. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9YRBavXzVfU&t=20s 
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