
 

 

 

A Chess Piece by David Galef  

If you are not already a computer chess fanatic,  

this modest introduction to the field will be helpful. 
Source: Personal Computing Magazine – May/June 1977 
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This article contains a very important hidden piece of information! 

Anyone unfamiliar with computer chess history might easily  

overlook it without understanding its importance… 
 

This is the following text from the article… 

… Not too long ago, there appeared an article in the New York Post advertising a mini-

microcomputer to be marketed soon, at about $120, whose sole purpose is to play chess. 

The manufacturer, Cardinal Industries, Incorporated, claims the machine can operate 

on eight different levels of play, from a few seconds a move to a few hours, as the 

standard of play goes up. The programmer, David Lindsay, acknowledged that it was no 

Fischer but did say, "I must confess it beat me once at level three." 

 

In 2019, I did a lot of research on this operational prototype microcomputer called: The 

Mostek Mystery! See: https://www.schaakcomputers.nl/hein_veldhuis/database/files/10-

1976%20[A-2620]%20Fidelity%20-%20Chess%20Challenger%20(prototype).pdf 

I wasn't taken seriously by everyone on the HIARCS chess forum back then either. It's a 

tricky topic, of course, because there's almost no useful information on the subject.  

See: https://hiarcs.net/forums/viewtopic.php?t=9480&start=15 

 
 

 

 

A μC Chess Opponent? 
Mostek Corporation demonstrated at the 73rd annual American Toy Fair in New York 

City a hand-held chess algorithm calculator. The player enters his moves into the unit 

via a keyboard and the calculator, after analyzing the position of the pieces, responds 

with countermoves which are indicated on an 8-digit display. The assembled version will 

be offered by Cardinal Industries early this summer at a suggested retail price of $120. 
 

Source: Microcomputer Digest – Volume 2, Number 12, June 1976, Page 5. 

Many thanks to Mike Watters for this source of information! 

Note: 73rd annual American Toy Fair in New York City = January/February 1976. 
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Chess mate 
Mostek Corp. of Carrollton, Texas, having won one kind of consumer with a checkbook 

calculator, is now pursuing a totally different breed-the chess player-with the electronic 

chess set drawn above. Demonstrated in breadboard form last week at the 73rd annual 

American Toy Fair in New York City, the set is a hand-held calculator in which a chess 

algorithm is stored and into which a player feeds his move. The calculator, after 

analysing the position of the pieces, responds with countermoves indicated on an 8-digit 

diode display. Basic to the set is an F-8 microprocessor developed by Fairchild Camera 

& Instrument Corp. but second-sourced by Mostek. Cardinal Industries Inc., a New 

York City toy manufacturer, plans to hire an assembler for the unit and begin selling it 

in June at a suggested retail price of $120. 
 

Source: From a German chess club in Berlin - May 1976 

Many thanks to Rob van Son for this source of information! 
 

In closing, the following regarding the new information that has only just come to me 

(September 2025). The "Chess Mate prototype" from manufacturer Cardinal Industries 

and Mostek Corporation was thus operational and programmed by David Lindsay! 

What else can I conclude from this? David Lindsay is the programmer for Applied 

Concepts/Chafitz BORIS, which entered the American market in February 1978. 

BORIS also had an F-8 microprocessor developed by Fairchild, so it wasn't that difficult 

for him to implement his chess program at another manufacturer. Only David Lindsay 

knows what went wrong at Cardinal Industries and Mostek Corporation! 
 

Where can I contact David Lindsay personally? Three years ago, the following person 

commented on a YouTube video.  

For the video, see: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSAFya-tJC8 
 

 
Who can help me get in touch with @joemonktx ??  

Or put me in direct contact with David Lindsay? Thanks in advance! 

Hein Veldhuis as historian - email address: heinveldhuis@home.nl 
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