
 

 

 
 

Exactly one year after the introduction of the Fidelity Chess Challenger (1), the world's 

first Microcomputer Chess Tournament was held. This tournament took place from 

March 3-5, 1978, during the Second West Coast Computer Faire in San Jose, California. 

Participants were limited to computers based on 8-bit microprocessor chips, with less 

than 32K bytes of memory. It was the first computer chess competition without ter-

minals connected by telephone to multi-million dollar machines far from the playing 

site. Participants ranged from an $85 " homemade metal box"  to a device costing around 

$6,000. Three of the computers, including Chess Challenger and Boris, were commercial 

consumer products.  The winning program, called Sargon, scored 5-0, two points ahead 

of the contestant field. Sargon was programmed by married couple Dan and Kathe 

Spracklen for a 16 Kbyte Z-80 computer. Boris and Chess Challenger competed for 

second place with Commodore Chessmate, the prototype of a consumer product 

expected on the market soon. They each finished with three points. In this article I want 

to give you the interesting background stories as recorded in 1978 and 1979. 
 

 
 



 

 

        

              

Microcomputer  Tournament in San Jose held March 3-5, 1978 
Source: Personal Computing ï May 1978 



 

 

 
 

 

Microcomputer Tournament in San Jose held March 3-5, 1978 
Source: Chess Life & Review ï June 1978 



 

 

 
 

 

Microcomputer  Tournament in San Jose held March 3-5, 1978 
Source: Personal Computing ï June 1978 



 

 

 

Microcomputer  Tournament in San Jose held March 3-5, 1978 

Software Dynamics Chess (SD Chess) 
Source: Personal Computing ï June 1978 



 

 

 

Microcomputer  Tournament in San Jose held March 3-5, 1978 

Response from Software Dynamics Chess (SD Chess) 
Source: Personal Computing ï July 1978 

 



 

 

 

The Second West Coast Computer Faire &  

Microcomputer  Tournament in San Jose held March 3-5, 1978 
Source: Byte magazine ï July 1978 

 



 

 

 

The Second West Coast Computer Faire &  

Microcomputer  Tournament in San Jose held March 3-5, 1978 
Source: Byte magazine ï July 1978 



 

 

 

The Second West Coast Computer Faire &  

Microcomputer  Tournament in San Jose held March 3-5, 1978 
Source: Byte magazine ï July 1978 

 



 
 

 

Microcomputer  Tournament in San Jose held March 3-5, 1978  
Source: Personal Computing ï August 1978 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Microcomputer  Tournament in San Jose held March 3-5, 1978   
Source: Personal Computing ï August 1978 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Microcomputer Tournament in San Jose held March 3-5, 1978 
Source: Personal Computing ï September 1978 



 

 

 
 

 

Microcomputer Tournament in San Jose held March 3-5, 1978  
Source: Personal Computing ï October 1978 

 



 

 

 

Microcomputer  Tournament in San Jose held March 3-5, 1978  
Source: Personal Computing ï October 1978 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Microcomputer  Tournament in San Jose held March 3-5, 1978  
Source: Personal Computing ï November 1978 

 


