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Boris Joins A Chess Club

An announcement from the Boylston
Chess Club, Boston, arrived from sec-
retary Lewis Schultz: ““It is with a feel-
ing of grateful pleasure,”” wrote
Schultz, “‘that I hereby formally an-
nounce to you, and to the manufactur-
ers of the chess-playing computer,
BORIS, that:

‘BORIS IS HEREBY UNANIMOUSLY
DECLARED TO BE A LIFE MEMBER OF
THE BOYLSTON CHESS CLUB.’

**Our executive board made BORIS a
member on October 6, 1978. To ensure
BORIS a long life, every effort will be
made to secure the new member from
harm.”

That announcement, coming from
the venerable 100-year-old Boylston
Chess Club, marked the historic occur-
rence of the chess world finally accept-
ing into their membership an integrated
circuit designed to do four things: 1) To
play chess. 2) To try its darndest to beat
the pants off an opponent. 3) To win
enthusiastically. 4) To lose gracefully.

At a recent visit to the Boylston
Chess Club for a closer look at the or-
ganization that had held out a welcom-
ing hand to the computer, we learned
that the YMCU (Young Men’s Chris-
tian Union), which houses the chess
club, is more than 100 years old. The
chess club, was organized not long af-
ter the founding of the Union and the
building itself has recently been de-
clared an historic landmark by Boston’s
Landmark Commission. One of the
bestexamples of High Victorian Gothic
design, the building was designed by
Nathaniel J. Bradlee in 1875. The five-
story structure is built of masonry with
a street facade of buff colored sand-
stone. Although the building conspic-
uously lacks the polychromy typical of
the High Victorian Gothic period, the
massing and detailing, especially the
ornate main entranceway, clearly de-
fine the period.

At the chess hall we met Harry
Lyman, former president of the organ-
ization, and now one of the elder states-
men of the club.

**Chess,”” mused Harry, ‘“*has al-
ways been a popular activity at the
Union here. Originally the club was
called the Union Chess Club. But in
1919, when we got one of the first
charters from the US Chess Federation,

we changed our name to Boylston
Chess Club.™

Harry has a pleasant, warm personal-
ity. He smiles all the time; and bubbles
over with unwavering dedication to
chess. You become his friend the min-
ute he says ‘hello.” **One of the most
famous chess players in the world,
Henry Pillsbury, was a member here.”
continued Harry. **He learned to play
chess in 1878 when he was 16 years
old. At 22 he played in a world-famous
tournament at Hastings in England and
won the title.”

Harry Lyman has fond memories of
his early experiences at the chess club.
“In the 1930’s,” he sighs, and a sad
look creeps into his gentle eyes, *‘the
country was in a pretty bad depression.
People had nothing to do. Some walked
around and around the streets in circles;
the way hungry dogs do when they are
looking for food. Well, many of them
started coming here and they kept up
their sanity by playing a game of chess.
I, myself, would walk around like that
looking for work. After about an hour
or so of useless looking I'd get de-
pressed. So, I'd come here and play
chess. It’s the most wonderful medi-
cine in the world. It didn’t matter

whether I won or lost. It made me feel a
lot better. Made me forget my troubles
for awhile. What about BORIS coming
into the club? Well, the feeling is that in
about four or five years the microcom-
puter will be doing what the large com-
puters are now doing. Computers will
revolutionize chess. Look what a won-
derful thing it will be for bed-ridden
people, people who never leave their
houses, sailors in submarines, travel-
ers, lonesome people. With a friend
like BORIS you always have a com-
panion. Someone you can chat with —
in the language of chess, of course. But
you have a friend who will play chess
with you anytime you want and never
get bored. and will always brighten
your day. [ welcome BORIS to the club.
I am happy he is here. Confidentially,
though, I wouldn’t care to play him
now. He might beat me, and my friends
here would laugh at me. I'll probably
wind up getting my own BORIS, take it
home and practice with it. Nice thing
about BORIS you know — you can play
with it quietly with no kibitzers around
Computer chess is revolutionizing the
game, no question about it. Making it
more popular. Young kids who have
never played chess before can come to
the chess club here and play the ma-

“Okay. Nobody moves! Diss iz a stick up!”’
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chine. Once they play good enough to
beat BORIS at 3 minutes then they can
start playing other members. BORIS is
patient. He will give them confidence
and make better chess players out of
them. I wish I had had one of these
myself during the depression. Then I
could sitonabench in Boston Common
— where many unemployed people
used to sit — and play chess all day.

Beginners at Boylston Chess Club,
once they have beaten the computer,
will go on to higher levels. Before long
they will be involved in stiff human
competition. Even in tournaments. |
believe these computerized chess
games will help mold future world
champions. Even kids at home can start
playing when they're 3 or4.™

The honor of being the first club

member to play an official game with
BORIS went to Jim Rizzitano, of Need-
ham, MA. Jim has a rating of master
and at 17, is one of the youngest chess
masters in New England. He set BORIS
to 10 seconds (BORIS' optimum time is
3 minutes) to see how fast it could
think, then proceeded to demolish the
computer in the following brief en-
counter:

8. e2-e8 Mate!

Position at end of 8-move game.

White — Rizzitano Black — BORIS
Comments by Jim ‘.
l. e2-cd d7-ds 3 é%’; ?
2. edudf e7-e5?—-=("BORIS SEEMS TO LIKE OPEN R %
LINES.™) 7
3. Ngl-f3 e5-ed4 —-~(BORIS DIDN'T UNDERSTAND
TAKING EN PASSANT AT THIS
LEVEL™)
4. dl-e2 d8:d5
5. bl-c3 ds-fs
6. c3ed b8-c6— — - ("DIDN'T REALIZE THE DANGER
OF A DOUBLE CHECK?"")
7. ed-f6+ e8-d8

BORIS comes to a quick
end at his debut as a
newly-elected life mem-
ber of Boston's Boylston
Chess Club. He was
greeted by the Club’s oi-
ficial chief, high, execu-
tioner, 17-year-old
chessmaster Jim
Rizzitano.
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Note: Boris can only think two plies ahead at 10 seconds per move. A double check threat is then just beyond his horizon!

Chess computers Novag Chess Champion SS Il (1979) against the Boris (1978) from Applied Concepts.
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Novag Chess Champion SS 111 (1979) against Boris from Applied Concepts (1978)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8uZ vsDdUY

Rob van Son has once again created an excellent video of two chess computers playing
"from the Stone Age.” Boris was one of the first consumer devices to provide a chess
player with an electronic opponent who even "'talks" back with snappy comments on the
moves you make spelled out on the one-line LED computer display, and the Chess
Champion Super System III's connected printer happily rattles along...



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8uZ_vsDdUY

Playing Against BORIS 1979 CHESS COMPUTER

Il » ¢ 9:36/16:37 - Gameplay >

Playing Agianst Boris 1979 Chess Computer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSAFya-tJC8

From a historical point of view...

It's interesting, but not unimportant, to see in the video that the year "1979" has been added to
the manual. It's relatively unknown that there are actual technical differences between the
1978 and 1979 versions! Production of BORIS (Basic Operational Recreational and Instruc-
tional Systems) began in late 1977, which can sometimes be seen on the small included
chessboard, and it was finally released in February 1978. The 1979 Boris version™ was made
40% faster. The program code examines the upper plys by minimax sorting. Plays 2 ply plus
at 3 minutes and 20 seconds per move (used for tournament). Not a dramatic improvement,
but still noteworthy from a historical perspective. Production of the faster Boris started in the
fall of 1978 and was designated "Boris 1979." All versions of the "Boris Master" have the
1979 program version. The very exclusive "Boris Grandmaster" (offered in Germany for DM
2998 = €1499 and in the USA for $995) was also supposed to have the faster version, but as
far as | know (apart from a few prototypes), it never came to market.

The technical differences between Boris 1978 and Boris 1979
Boris 1978: F8, 1 MHz (Quarz = 2,07 MHz), 256 Byte RAM, 2.5 KB ROM
Boris 1979: F8, 1 MHz (Quarz = 2,07 MHz), 512 Byte RAM, 3 KB ROM
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