
 

 

 

Boris Joins A Chess Club 
Source: Personal Computing Magazine – February 1979 

 



 

 

 

Boris Joins A Chess Club 
Source: Personal Computing Magazine – February 1979 

 

Note: Boris can only think two plies ahead at 10 seconds per move. A double check threat is then just beyond his horizon! 

 
 

 

 

Novag Chess Champion SS III (1979) against Boris from Applied Concepts (1978) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8uZ_vsDdUY 
 

Rob van Son has once again created an excellent video of two chess computers playing 

"from the Stone Age." Boris was one of the first consumer devices to provide a chess 

player with an electronic opponent who even "talks" back with snappy comments on the 

moves you make spelled out on the one-line LED computer display, and the Chess 

Champion Super System III's connected printer happily rattles along… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8uZ_vsDdUY


 

 

 
 

 

Playing Agianst Boris 1979 Chess Computer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSAFya-tJC8 
 

From a historical point of view… 

It's interesting, but not unimportant, to see in the video that the year "1979" has been added to 

the manual. It's relatively unknown that there are actual technical differences between the 

1978 and 1979 versions! Production of BORIS (Basic Operational Recreational and Instruc-

tional Systems) began in late 1977, which can sometimes be seen on the small included 

chessboard, and it was finally released in February 1978. The "1979 Boris version" was made 

40% faster. The program code examines the upper plys by minimax sorting. Plays 2 ply plus 

at 3 minutes and 20 seconds per move (used for tournament). Not a dramatic improvement, 

but still noteworthy from a historical perspective. Production of the faster Boris started in the 

fall of 1978 and was designated "Boris 1979." All versions of the "Boris Master" have the 

1979 program version. The very exclusive "Boris Grandmaster" (offered in Germany for DM 

2998 = €1499 and in the USA for $995) was also supposed to have the faster version, but as 

far as I know (apart from a few prototypes), it never came to market. 
 

The technical differences between Boris 1978 and Boris 1979 

Boris 1978: F8, 1 MHz (Quarz = 2,07 MHz), 256 Byte RAM, 2.5 KB ROM 

Boris 1979: F8, 1 MHz (Quarz = 2,07 MHz), 512 Byte RAM, 3 KB ROM 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSAFya-tJC8

