
01-2008 [D-0476] Phoenix Chess Systems - Revelation 

On January 8, 2008, Ruud Martin finally presented his brand new Revelation chess computer 

on the www.schachcomputer.info/ website. The next day, we went together to the opening of 

the new DGT building in Enschede. DGT (Digital Game Technology) had hired world 

champion Vladimir Kramnik especially for this event. At one point, Kramnik was busy with 

some formalities in a back room. Ruud approached Albert Vasse with the following question: 

''Hey Albert, would you mind asking Vladimir if he has some time for our Revelation 

project?'' Albert replied, ''I can't promise anything, but I'll try!'' From that moment on, Ruud 

became very nervous, of course. I started carefully centering the chess pieces on the 

Revelation board.   
 

 

 
 

 

We saw no movement from the room where Kramnik was staying, and dozens of minutes 

passed. Suddenly, we saw Kramnik busy talking on his mobile phone. We thought it wasn't 

going to happen, because he didn't have time for us. But not much later, Kramnik suddenly 

appeared in the small boardroom! He took a seat behind the Revelation and said that the 

whole concept looked good. He looked at the small info display and Ruud immediately started 

taking photos. Albert Vasse explained the Revelation in English. Albert said, among other 

things, that the Revelation had a playing strength of approximately 2650. Vladimir was 

visibly impressed by this new strong chess computer and started playing a game. At one point, 

Kramnik offered a draw, which Ruud immediately accepted out of respect.  

http://www.schachcomputer.info/


 

Four LEDs per square and super smooth with the chessboard integrated. 
 

 

4 LEDs pro Feld und besonders glatt mit dem Schachbrett integriert. 
 

The display also shows all relevant information. 
 

 

Das Display zeigt ebenfalls alle relevanten Informationen an. 
 



 

Albert Vasse (center) was managing director of the DGT,  

FIDE arbiter, organizer, trainer, and promoter. 
 

 

Albert Vasse (Mitte) war Geschäftsführer der DGT,  

FIDE-Schiedsrichter, Organisator, Trainer und Förderer. 
 

The technology used by DGT is cutting-edge,  

which is why it is so successful in their electronic chessboards. 
 

 

Die Technologie von DGT ist fortschrittlich und daher  

in ihren elektronischen Schachbrettern sehr erfolgreich. 
 

DGT 960, the new highly compact pocket model. 
 

 

Das neue, sehr kompakte Taschenmodell DGT 960. 



 

Vladimir during his presentation of a new DGT chess clock. 
 

 

Wladimir während seiner Präsentation einer neuen DGT-Schachuhr. 
 

All guests were given the new chess clock to take home. 
 

 

Alle Gäste erhielten die neue Schachuhr als Geschenk für zu Hause. 
 



 

And of course with a signature from Vladimir personally. 
 

 

Und natürlich mit einer persönlichen Unterschrift von Wladimir. 
 

I myself (far left in the photo) was also happy with the small but nice gift from DGT. 
 

 

Ich selbst (ganz links im Bild) habe mich auch über das kleine,  

aber nette Geschenk von DGT gefreut. 
 



 

WGM Tea Bosboom-Lanchava gave a simultaneous performance for invited guests. 
 

 

WGM Tea Bosboom-Lanchava gab eine Simultanvorstellung für geladene Gäste. 

 

External & Internal Links: 
 

http://www.schach-computer.info/wiki/index.php/Revelation 

Phoenix Chess Systems Revelation 

 

http://www.chessbase.com/newsdetail.asp?newsid=4372 

DGT presents: new clocks, technology – and Vladimir Kramnik 

 

https://digitalgametechnology.com/about-us 

DGT - Our story 

 

https://schaaksite.nl/2023/03/07/albert-vasse-1958-2023-64-jaar/ 

Albert Vasse (1958-2023) – 64 jaar 

 

https://www.schaakcomputers.nl/hein_veldhuis/database/video_h.php?zz=88&id=1515 

Ruud Martin präsentiert Revelation beim 6. D.A.CH.-Computerschachturnier 
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