
03-1987 [E-1351] Fidelity - Excel Display (Model 6093)                              

Het was een goede strategie van Fidelity. Neem een goedkope behuizing (kunststof) en zet er 

een redelijk sterk programma in. Voeg er een display aan toe en Excel Display was geboren! 
 

 

 

Fidelity Excel Display 
Large built-in display keeps you constandly informed throughout the game  

showing how the computer rates your game, the computer's search depth  

and elapsed time for both players. Magnetic sensory playing surface. 
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Computer Chess Reports (1987/88) 

by Larry Kaufman 
 

…The new Excel Display deserves special mention as the best value for its price of $100. 

The program is a 6502 adaptation of the Excel 68000, and runs at 3 MHz. In general it runs a 

bit slower than half the speed of the Excel 68000, and should play about a hundred points 

worse. My tests at 30 seconds and one minute imply a somewhat larger spread, around 150. 

As compared to the old Excellence, my tests show the new program to be weaker by around 

25 points at 1 minute level, more at faster speeds. I believe there are three reasons for this:  
 

1) The new opening book is much more varied, hence generally less deep and less suitable to 

his style.    

2) The more sophisticated evaluation of the new program slows it down considerably (on the 

order of 25%), more so on the 6502 than on the 68000.  

3) The older program was developed against Novag, the newer against Mephisto, and most of 

my tests for these models were against Novag models.     
 

Probably with enough time the better evaluations will overcome the slowdown, so perhaps the 

new program may prove superior at 40/2. In any case, the chance to get a display of 

evaluation, search depth, and time remaining until a move will be made, plus a 1900 vicinity 

program for such a low price, makes this unit worthy of consideration for budget minded 

players in class C and below. Class B players are advised to spring for a faster, stronger 

model, according to my rule that a machine should outrate its buyer by at least 300 points. 

This model is also available with voice instead of display, or with neither for $10 less. The 

only real rival to the Excel Display is the Novag Primo, but as the Excel is slightly stronger, 

slightly nicer, and (in the U. S. only) slightly cheaper, the choice, for Americans, is obvious.  

As for the table top version, the Primo, it cannot be recommended as long as it is priced 

above the Fidelity Excel Display, which is a bit stronger as it runs on a 3 MHz 6502, and with 

more Rom. 
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Fidelity Challenger Series 1987 
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Fidelity Excel Display 
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NB: 

Excel Display = 16KB ROM - 2KB RAM - 3000 Halbzüge 

Excellence Voice = 16KB ROM - 2KB RAM - 3000 Halbzüge 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Fidelity Intelligent Computer Games 1987 
NB: 

Excellence = 16KB ROM - 2KB RAM - 3000 bookopenings 

Excel Display = 16KB ROM - 2KB RAM - 3000 bookopenings 

Excellence Voice = 16KB ROM - 2KB RAM - 3000 bookopenings 
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Bernd Schneider: Erfahrungen mit dem Excel Display 
(Quelle: Computer-Schach & Spiele 4/88 – August 1988) (photo copyright © by http://www.schaakcomputers.nl/) (600 dpi) 

 

 

 

Fidelity Excel Display 
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Fidelity International – April 1, 1987 
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Fidelity Excel Display 
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Programmierer / Programmer 

• Dan & Kathe Spracklen 
 

Baujahr / Release 

• Erste Einführung: März (?) 1987 
 

Technische Daten / Technical specifications 

• Mikroprozessor: 6502 

• Taktfrequenz: 3 MHz  

• Programmspeicher: 16 KB ROM 

• Arbeitsspeicher: 2KB RAM 

• Zugeingabe:  Drucksensoren   

• Zugausgabe:  16 Rand LEDs   

• Spielstufen  12   

• Bibliothek: 3.000 Halbzüge   

• Rücknahme von 256 Zügen möglich 

• Abschaltbares Permanent Brain 

• Monitor-Modus  

• Ton abschaltbar   

• Display: 4-stellige 7-Segment Anzeige (LCD) 

• Stromversorgung: Netz z.B. HGN 5001 / Batterie: 4x C  
 

Spielstärke / Playing strength 

• Spielstärke (DWZ/Elo): ca. 1780 
 

Verwandt / Related (more or less) 

• Fidelity Excellence 

• Fidelity Excellence Voice 
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