
04-1982 [A-1843] CXG - Computachess I   

On special request of collector Luuk Hofman I am making an item about this chess computer. 

The exact release date is impossible for me to determine, but from all my database data I 

conclude that this chess computer was commercially available somewhere in the spring of 

1982. The type designation CXG-022 (CXG 022) shows that this is a very early model.  
 

 

 

The photo is showing the Microcontroller Hitachi HD44840 from 1982. 
(photo copyright © by http://www.schaakcomputers.nl/) 

 

 

The above image is from a 1989 CXG brochure. The company ''White and Allcock'' 

began producing chess computers in 1979. In 1984, White and Allcock continued under 

the name ''CXG Newcrest Technology''. The brand name ''Sphinx'' was added in 1987. 
 (Source: CXG Newcrest Technology Ltd. Hong Kong) (photo copyright © by http://www.schaakcomputers.nl/) (600 dpi) 

 

CXG Computachess II has the same chess program as Computachess I and also appeared on the 

market in 1982, but was a lot larger as a sensor table model with a storage compartment for the chess 

pieces. Computachess I was offered commercially from 1982 through 1991. Actually a very long time 

for such a basic model. CXG thus shows that this cash-and-carry product was a sales success and was 

put into production again and again. In the USA the asking price in 1986 was $ 100,-- and in Germany 

in 1990 they still asked about DM 99,--. The chess program is by David Levy and Mark Taylor. 

http://www.schaakcomputers.nl/
http://www.schaakcomputers.nl/


 

 

 

CXG Computachess II, release: 1982. CXG Computachess I, Computachess II and 

Galaxy Mark II (to name a few) all have an identical chess program. 
 (Source: CXG Systems S.A. – Hong Kong 1985) (photo copyright © by http://www.schaakcomputers.nl/) (600 dpi) 
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CXG Galaxy Mark II, release: 1985. CXG Computachess I, Computachess II and 

Galaxy Mark II (to name a few) all have an identical chess program. 
 (Source: CXG Systems S.A. – Hong Kong 1985) (photo copyright © by http://www.schaakcomputers.nl/) (600 dpi) 
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CXG Computachess I, release: 1982. CXG Computachess I, Computachess II and 

Galaxy Mark II (to name a few) all have an identical chess program. 
 (Source: CXG Systems S.A. – Hong Kong 1985) (photo copyright © by http://www.schaakcomputers.nl/) (600 dpi) 
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Computer Games Limited (CGL) released Computachess Travel Sensory in 

1983 for £39.95. This model has the same chess program as CXG Advanced 

Portachess and Hanimex Computachess II (travel model HCG 1600). 



 

 

 

About the adjustable playing levels of the CXG Computachess I. 
 (photo copyright © by http://www.schaakcomputers.nl/) 
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CXG Chess Reference Chart – Spring 1989 
(Source: CXG Newcrest Technology Ltd. Hong Kong – Spring 1989) (photo copyright © by http://www.schaakcomputers.nl/) (600 dpi) 

 

                               
   

 

 

CXG Chess Reference Chart – Spring 1989 
(Source: CXG Newcrest Technology Ltd. Hong Kong – Spring 1989) (photo copyright © by http://www.schaakcomputers.nl/) (600 dpi) 
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Release  

- First appearance: April (?) 1982 (!) 
 

Characteristics CXG Computachess I  

- Sensor table model 

- 16 Randleds 

- 8 levels of playing strength 

- Opening repertoire: approx. 50 ply (computer plays the most well-known book openings) 

- Can perform the castling, captures en-passant and promote pawns 

- Plays with white and black 

- Position verification 

- Take back: 2 ply 

- Solves problems up to a mate in 2 moves 

- Color can be switched during the game 

- Audio feed-back (can be switched off) 

- Save memory 

- Runs for approx. 500 hours on 4 alkaline penlite batteries 

- Adaptor: 9.0 DC (Pos. centre) 

 

Playing strength   

- Tournament level at 3 minutes per move (ELO/DWZ): ca. 1250  
 

Technical specifications 

- Microprocessor: 4-Bit Single chip 

- Clock speed: 0,8 MHz 

- Program size: 4 KB ROM 

- Working memory: 256 Byte RAM 

 

Programmer / Programmierer 
- Mark Taylor & David Levy 

 

Related chess computers with an identical chess program (clones)                                                  

- Computer Games Limited (CGL) Grandmaster Sensory 2 (table model)                                                        

- Computer Games Limited (CGL) Computachess II (table model)                                       

- Computer Games Limited (CGL) Computachess Travel Sensory 

- CXG Advanced Portachess (travel model CXG-201) 

- CXG Computachess II (table model WA-002 & CXG-002) 

- CXG Galaxy Mark II (table model CXG-011) 

- CXG Portachess III (travel model released? CXG-233) 

- Hanimex Computachess II (travel model HCG 1600)   

- Hanimex Computachess III (table model HCG 1700) 

- Multitech Computachess II (table model WA-002) 

- Schneider Sensor Chessmaster MK 5 (table model) 

- Unimex Schachcomputer II (table model) 

- Unimex Chess II Portable SP 5003 

 

On the weblink below you can replay a played game of Luuk Hofman 

https://www.schaakcomputers.nl/schaakcomputers/chessx1.php?item=4&merk=CXG 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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